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bate, gentlemen of the other side of the House 
spoke of a black cloud overhanging the country, 
and of there being danger from Abolitionism to 
the South, it was impossible to mistake their 
mooning. A s I did not then regard suoh remarks 
as in order, I allowed them to pass without re¬ 
ply. We have now, however, the subjoct fairly 
before us. The President says, in his message 
now under consideration, that wo must have ter¬ 
ritory from Mexico; and his friends on this floor 
from the North insist that this territory shall be 
appropriated to the use of the free States exclusive¬ 
ly. This presents a great question—a question 
which has been discussed for twelve months over 
the wholo country, and which must be met by this 
House. If that question be debated in good temper, 
no evil, can result to the country from the disous- 
sion. I therefore avail myself of this the first fair 
opportunity for the expression of my views in re¬ 
lation to tho whole subject. 

It is known, sir, that on a former occasion I dif¬ 
fered with a majority of the Southern members 
of this House upon a question indirectly having 
sorno relation to the subjoct of slavery. I voted 
against the rule excluding Abolition petitions, not 
only because I regarded that rule as an infringe¬ 
ment of the right of petition, but bocauso 1 was 
well aware that most of the citizens of the North¬ 
ern States viewed it in that light; and I was not 
willing to do violence to the feelings <Tf a large 
portion of tho Union, for the mere purpose of pre¬ 
serving a rule that was of no practical advantage 
in itself. I voted against the rule because I saw 
that by its continuance we obliged the friends of 
the Constitution and of the South to fight the 
Abolitionists at home, upon the weakest of all the 
issues that could bo presented, so that we were 
losing ground, and"tjie Abolitionists gaining, 
thereby. I saw clenrfythat by this means thesedis- 
organizers had acquired la great show of strength, 
by blending with themselves the friends of the 
right of petition. They were thus, too, promoting 
the .objeot they had in view, of getting up excite¬ 
ment and producing ill-feeling between the North 
and the South. I saw, too, that our seeking this 
new defenoe implied that tho Constitution and 
laws of our forefathers were insufficient harriers 
for our protection, and that this seeming confes¬ 
sion of weakness and fear on our part had en¬ 
couraged our adversaries, and stimulated them to 
fresh attacks. For theso and other reasons, whioh 
have heretofore been stated, I opposed that rule, 
and I now recur to it merely to say that subse¬ 
quent experience has given me additional reason 
to be satisfied with my course. 

That obstacle has been removed, and we are 
now thrown hack to our old position, the original 
ground of defence occupied by us in the morning 
of our Government, when the sun of the Consti¬ 
tution, just risen, shed its freshest and purest 
light over the Union. Thirteen States, till then 
independent, sovereign, and equal, had united to 
form a Government for their common benefit. It 
was their avowed purpose to create suoh a system 
as would confer equal advantages on each State 
and its citizens. If, in the formation of that Gov¬ 
ernment, any inequality was produced, which is 
not admitted, that injustice was not the object of 
the makers, and not intended by them. It was 
their plain purpose not only to give each of the 
States and its citizens equal advantages through¬ 
out the Union and its territories, hut, out of 
abundance of caution, they provided that every 
citizen of the United States should in eaoh State 
he entitled to all the privileges of a citizen of that 
State; eaoh State and its citizens might claim a 
fair share not only of all that the Government had 
in possession, but of all it had a prospect of ac¬ 
quiring. Not only was eaoh State entitled to the 
equal protection of suoh armies and fleets as the 
Government then held, but, should new armies he 
raised or other ships be built in aftertimes, thoy 
were to stand on the same footing. Whatever 
the Government might acquire, simply beoausc it 
was the Government of tho United Slates, it would 
hold in trust for the use of all the States. For ex¬ 
ample: when afterwards the lower Mississippi 
river was acquired from France, all the States 
were equally entitled to the benefits of its navi¬ 
gation. Had Congress excluded the citizens of 
any State from its use, it might have been said to 
them: You have no right to complain of this; all 
the rivers within the limits of the United States 
to whioh you became a party are still open to you. 
There are the Hudson, the Potomac, the Ohio, 
and others; we do not exclude you from them; as 
to this lower Mississippi, you never had any right 
to its use, and have no grounds to complain of the 
exclusion. Suoh an act and such reasoning would 


have been at wnr with the spirit and against tho 
plain intent of the Constitution. This view, that 
all the States and their citizens were equally en¬ 
titled to the advantages of the Government, both 
in possession and in prospect, is so obvious that I 
need not dwell on it. 

INTENTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

It has been , contended, however, that the Con¬ 
stitution intended to limit slavery to the States 
where it then existed, and to exclude it from the 
Territories of the United States. Of the thirteen 
States which created tho Constitution, twelve 
were then slaveholding; Massachusetts alone hav¬ 
ing, during the war of the Revolution, abolished 
slavery. The supposition that the States would 
exclude from all the Territories of the United States 
an institution which prevailed so generally among 
them, seems improbable in itself, and those who 
maintain it may well be required to furnish the 
ovidence. There is not, sir, in the whole Consti¬ 
tution, any one clause which, either directly or 
indirectly, favors the idea that slavery was to be 
limited to the States where it then existed, or to 
be exclnded from any part of the United States. 
The idea of identifying slavery with territory 
seems never to have entered the minds of the fram- 
erB of the Constitution. There is, however, Mr. 
Chairman, another limitation of slavery of a dif¬ 
ferent character, to whioh I beg leave to call the 
attention of the House. The Constitution pro¬ 
vides that Congress may, in its discretion, after 
the year ISOS, prohibit the importation of slaves 
into the United States. The oircumstances under 
which this provision was adopted may properly 
be brought to mind; It is well known that in the 
Convention which framed the Constitution there 
was great difficulty upon the subject of allowing 
slaves to be represented. 'After, however, it had 
been settled by repeated votes of the Convention 
that three-fifths of the slaves should be counted 
in apportioning representation among tho States, 
Luther Martin, of Maryland, the subject of the 
regulation of trade being under consideration, said, 
that, as three-fifths of the slaves wero to be count¬ 
ed in representation, that circumstance might op¬ 
erate as an inducement to the importation of suoh 
persons; and he moved to give Congress the power 
to prohibit or tax the importation of slaves. This 
motion met strenuous opposition from the mem¬ 
bers of the Convention from South Carolina and 
Georgia. They were supported in their opposi¬ 
tion by the members from Connecticut and Mas¬ 
sachusetts, who insisted that every State should 
be allowed to import what it pleased; that the 
morality or wisdom of slavery belonged to the 
States alone; that it was a political matter, which 
should he left to them; while, on the other hand, 
th£ members from Virginia and Pennsylvania 
wero with Martin in favor of giving the power of 
exclusion. The debate was long and excited 
There was also much difficulty on tho subject of 
giving tho power to regulate trade by navigation 
acts. It was contended that the principal induce¬ 
ment which the North had to form the Union was 
the benefit which they expeoted to derive from 
the cxeroise of this power; while the Southern 
members insisted that a vote of two-thirds in Con¬ 
gress should be necessary to give validity to nav¬ 
igation acts; whioh would, in effect, have render¬ 
ed the power, pugatory. In the midst of these 
difficulties, whioh seemed likely to render the at¬ 
tempt to form a common Government abortive, 
Couverneur Morris, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
that the subject of the importation of slaves and 
that of a tax on exports and navigation acts should 
all be committed, so as to form a bargain between 
the Northern and Southern States. The report 
from the committee provided that the importation 
might be prohibited after the year 1800 ; hut, on 
the motion of General Pinckney, the time was ex¬ 
tended till 1808; the members from New Eng¬ 
land voting with Maryland and the three South¬ 
ern States, while Virginia, who was said to have 
then more slaves than she needed, voted against 
the amendment, with New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware. In this form it was ultimately 
adopted, aB a consideration for the power given 
tho Government to. pass navigation aots and. regu¬ 
late trade. It would be out of place here to in¬ 
quire whioh section has gained most by the bar¬ 
gain—whether the North has been more benefited 
by our tariff laws than the South by the importa¬ 
tion of slaves. 

My purpose is to call the attention of the House 
to the nature of the limitation of slavery estab¬ 
lished by the Constitution. It not only preserv¬ 
ed the institution as it then existed, and provided 
for the representation of the slaves, but it allow¬ 
ed their numbers to be indefinitely increased for 
the next twenty years by importations; after 
which it was to cease, if Congress saw fit. But 
there was no power given to exclude free persons. 
Tho Constitution of the United States, therefore, 
was obviously made to govern all those who were 
then in the country, whether freemen or slaves, 
and their descendants—all free persons who might 
come into the country in all time, and also all 
slaves which might be imported up to the year 
1808. Tho partnership or compact of Govern¬ 
ment embraced all these. It permitted an indefi¬ 
nite increase of free persons, but limited the num¬ 
ber of slaves. That limitation was most clearly 
of the numbers of the slaves, not of the territory 
they might occupy. The framers of the Consti¬ 
tution seem to have entertained, with respect to 
liberty and slavery, the old-fashioned notions— 
such notions, I mean, as prevailed among tho ci¬ 
vilians and common lawyers of the world; among 
political and philosophical writers and mankind 
generally—that is, that liberty was a personal 
right, and not ono annexed to land or territory. 
They supposed that they were promoting the 
cause of liberty by limiting the number of persons 
who might become slaves, and thereby preventing 
an indefinite extension of slavery. But, the num¬ 
ber of slaves being limited and fixed, it did not 
seem to them to he a matter of moment to confine 
their residence to particular portions of territory. 
They seem to have had no conception of the fash¬ 
ionable phrase of our day, area of slavery , whioh 
must not be extended. 

POWERS OF CONGRESS IN RELATION TO UNIT¬ 
ED STATES TERRITORIES. 

I am now brought, Mr. Chairman, to the direot 
consideration of the great question as to the ex¬ 
tent of the powers and duties of Congress in rela¬ 
tion to slavery in the territories of the United 
States. Upon this subject a distinguished politi¬ 
cian from the South, (Mr. Calhoun,) in the other 
wing of this building, some twelve months since, 
laid down certain doctrines, whioh are, in sub¬ 
stance, as near as I can remember them, these: 
The territories of the United States, being.the 
common property of the Union, are held by Con¬ 
gress in trust, fbr the use and benefit of all the 
States and their citizens; secondly, that Congress 
has no right to exclude by law any citizens of the 
United States from going into any part of said 
territories, and carrying with them and holding 
any suoh property as they are allowed to hold in 
the States from which they come. This view, 
though perhaps plausible at the first glance, is re¬ 
ally the most shallow and superficial that'could 
possibly be presented. Admitting the first gen¬ 
eral proposition to be true, (and no fair mind oan 
question it,) that the territories of the United 
States are held by Congress in trust for the use 
and benefit of all the States and their citizens, I 
am free to confess that, if Congress should see 
that it was most advantageous to allow all the cit¬ 
izens to occupy the territory in common with 
their property, it doubtless ought so to provide. 
But it is equally clear that if, on the other hand, 
Congress should see that all the citizens of the 
United States could not thus advantageously oc¬ 
cupy all the territory in common, it might divide 
the same so as to assign certain portions to par¬ 
ticular classes or persons. Why, sir, according 
to this mode of reasoning, it might be insisted that 
the army could not be divided, so as to place par¬ 
ticular regiments and companies to defend certain 
points in exclusion of others, because each regi¬ 
ment and each man belongs to the whole United 
States, and Congress has no right to deprive any 
State of the services of any one soldior. Each 
national ship must he employed to convoy every 
merchantman at the same moment. Yes, Bir, ac¬ 
cording to this system of ratiocination, inasmuch 
as the national treasury belongs to the whole 
United States, each dollar therein belongs to all 
the citizens, and Congress, therefore, has no right 
to direot the expenditure of a particular dollar in 
one State, and thereby deprive all the other citi¬ 
zens of its enjoyment. But these propositions, 
sir, are too absurd in themselves to justify serious 
consideration, and I only have referred to them 
at all because of the high quarter from which they 

I return, then, to the great question, What is 
the condition of the territory of the United States ? 
It might possibly be argued, inasmuch as the Con¬ 
stitution provides for the representation of slaves 
and for their admission up to 1808, and is totally 
silent as to what part of the United States thoy 
should be confined to, that it may fairly be pre¬ 
sumed that they were intended to be excluded 
from no part of the Union except as far as the 
States themselves might determine to exclude 
them, and that therefore Congress had no right to 
interfere in the matter at all. I lay no stress, 
however, on this argument, but think that the 


question must be settled on other principles. The 
Constitution gives Congress “ power to dispose of 
and make all needful rules and regulations re¬ 
specting the territory of the United States.” This 
grant of power is general and vague. To ascer¬ 
tain its extent, we must resort to implication. It 
has sometimes been contended that the right of 
self-government was for a time in abeyance or sus¬ 
pended as to the territories. To this view I can¬ 
not assent; the right of self-government natural¬ 
ly belongs to every community; that right oan 
never be annihilated or destroyed, though it may 
be transferred. Unless some other community or 
sovereign has acquired the authority to control 
it, the first community always possesses the right 
of self-government. So, neither oan these powers 
be in a state of suspension, except by their being 
temporarily transferred to some other sovereign 
or Government. It is conceded on all hands that 
the inhabitants of the territory have no right of 
legislation, and it is equally clear that none of the 
States have any power to govern-it. All the pow¬ 
ers that oan be exercised belong to Congress 
alone; Congress has power to make all peedful 
rules and regulations. But the wants of all commu¬ 
nities are in legal contemplation the same; the. 
wants of the territories may be, and in fact are, 
just as great as those of the States. It seems to 
me, then, Mr. Chairman, with due deference, to 
those who have given the subject greater consid¬ 
eration than I have been able to do, that Congress, 
in legislating for tho territories, is controlled only 
by the Constitution of the United States. It is 
equally true, however, that the people of the sev¬ 
eral States are likewise controlled by this Con¬ 
stitution ; whether acting in convention or through 
their ordinary legislative Governments, they can 
do nothing contrary to it. Congress has, then, 
over the territory just such powers as tho Legis¬ 
lature would have after it bccamo a State. Both 
are controlled by the Constitution of the United 
States, the supreme law of the land. As this Con¬ 
stitution is silent in relation to slavery, it has 
been argued on the one hand that Congress oan 
do nothing to exclude it from the territory; on 
the other hand, it is asserted with equal confi¬ 
dence that, for the same reason, there is no power 
to establish the institution. These two opposite 
views are worthy antagonists, and I shall leave 
them to contend, not fearing that either will ever 
obtain a viotory over the other. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS RELATING TO 
SLAVERY. 

Congress has general legislative powers over 
the territories; but one of tho most important 
duties of the law-making power is to determine 
the rights of property. What shall be property, 
how titles shall be acqui red and maintained, it is 
the province of tho municipal law of every coun¬ 
try to determine. This principle is so generally 
recognised, and has been so universally acted on 
among mankind, that it need not he enlarged up¬ 
on. it has been insisted, in certain quarters, how¬ 
ever, that liberty being the natural right of all, 
no property could be acquired over persons, and 
that all attempts of Government to legalize sla¬ 
very in any form are to be esteemed unnatural, 
illegal, and utterly void. To deny tho right of 
Government to recognise property in persons is 
easy, because it is easy to deny anything; but to 
determine what is natural among men, you must 
refer to the conduct and practices of mankind gen¬ 
erally. To ascertain what powers Governments 
may properly exercise, you must refer to the ac¬ 
tion of political States and the conduct of nations 
generally. In this mode we determine the laws 
of nations and the rights and duties of Govern¬ 
ments. Under the guidance of these principles, 
how are we to determine the question ! We find 
that the nations of the earth, from tho earliest. 
historic ages, have generally recognised and es¬ 
tablished the system of slavery. As to how the 
matter was between the Creation and the Deluge 
we have no knowledge, but wo do know that short¬ 
ly after the latter event the institution existed, 
not only among the Patriarchs of the Jewish peo¬ 
ple, but among all the nations from which we have 
any accounts. Among the Jews, slavery was lim¬ 
ited in this respect. If a male Hebrew became a 
slave to one of his own countrymen, after seven 
years’ service, he was made free. But this privi¬ 
lege seems not to have extended to his wife, if a 
slave, nor to his children; nor was it ever held to 
apply to slaves obtained from other nations. From 
thoso times downward, the institution seems gen¬ 
erally to have prevailed among the nations of the 
earth. If the free States of Greece, Rome, and 
Carthage, seem to have hail a larger proportion of 
slaves than moat of the nations of their day, it is 
doubtless to be attributed to the fact that those 
Republics, by reason of their superiority, both in 
civil and military art and science, were more pow¬ 
erful than their contemporaries, and thereby able* 
to make a larger number of captives in war. So 
gcnei'al was the system, that, while it is easy to 
find those who denied the right of property in 
land, it is difficult to discover a people who ques¬ 
tioned the right to make property of persons. At 
length, the Counoil of Macen, towards the end of 
the sixth century after Christ, decreed that no 
Christian should be compelled to remain a slave, 
and Gregory ordained that no heathen desirous 
of becoming a Christian should bo retained in sla¬ 
very. Froiq the limitations of these orders, it is 
obvious that they were made not so much to pro¬ 
mote tho natural rights of men as the spreading 
of Christianity. 

During the thirteenth century, slavery is sup¬ 
posed to have ceased in Italy, and not long after¬ 
wards in some of the other nations of Western 
Europe. In England, we find Henry the Eighth, 
in the year 1514, during one of his pious fits, man¬ 
umitting two of his villeins; and,, by the close of 
that century, slavery appears to have ceased in 
England. On this side of the Atlantic, too, the 
institution has generally prevailed in former times, 
and since our national existence commenced it 
prevailed in all the then States; Even in those 
States where slavery proper has been abolished, 
as well as in England, property in persons is still 
recognised, and the wife and children are regard¬ 
ed in law as the servants of the husband and 
father; and when they aro injured, he brings an 
action for the loss of their services by reason of 
the injury. I have high Abolition authority for 
saying that more than half of Christendom now 
hold slaves. The highest court in England, 
where the Abolition spirit seems to be strongest, 
has decided that slavery is not contrary to the 
law of nations. These things being considered, 
Mr. Chairman, it is a great misnomer to speak of 
our institutions at the South as peculiar. Ours is 
the general system of the world, and the free sys¬ 
tem is the peculiar one. 

DUTY AND PRACTICE OF THE FEDERAL’GOV¬ 
ERNMENT. 

If, then, Congress possesses general legislative 
powers over the territories, as 1 contend, it is idle 
to deny that slavery may either be permitted or 
forbidden to exist there. 

What ought the Government to do*? The ter¬ 
ritories being the common property of the United 
States, it is the duty of Congress to dispose of 
them, as far as practicable, for the use and benefit 
of all the States. If the Government, either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, should, by its action, inten¬ 
tionally so dispose of the territories as to confer 
greater advantages on some of the States than on 
others, then it would be guilty of a breach of the 
high trust confided to it. Should it declare, in 
advance, that it would exclude any of the States 
and their citizens from all the territories of the 
Union, this would he as gross a violation of the 
Constitution as it could co mmi t,. Being the Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States, whatever it has, it 
must hold and administer for the benefit of all 
the parties to the Constitution. One-half of the 
States have slaves, the other half have none. 
Should Congress establish slavery in all the ter¬ 
ritories, and should that circumstance render 
them less desirable to the citizens of the free 
States, and thereby prevent their going into and 
occupying them, such a disposition, giving greater 
advantages to the people of one section than to 
those of the other, would be unjust and unconsti¬ 
tutional. On the other hand, should Congress 
exclude slavery from all the territories of the 
Union, so as to prevent the citizens of the slave 
States from occupying them, such a measure would 
be at war with the spirit^of the Constitution. 

To enable the Government, therefore, so to dis¬ 
pose of the territories as to promote the common 
benefit, and thereby carry out the plain intention 
of the Constitution, it obviously becomes neces¬ 
sary and proper for it to divide them, so as to per¬ 
mit one section to be exclusively occupied by free¬ 
men, and the other by those who may hold slaves. 
By such a course only can it promote the general 
benefit of the whole Union, for which it was cre¬ 
ated. 

The practice of the Government heretofore has 
been substantially in accordance with these prin¬ 
ciples. At the formation of the Constitution, 
though twelve of the thirteen States held slaves, 
it was well understood that the more northern 
ones, having very few, and being without any in¬ 
ducement to retain them, would soon be relieved 
^entirely of slavery. The Government, therefore, 
left to be occupied by slaveholders all that portion 
of its territories out of which has since been cre¬ 
ated the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 


and Mississippi, and provided that the country 
north of the Ohio river should be exclusively oc¬ 
cupied by freemen. Its subsequent policy has 
been. consistent. The compromise, at the time 
Missouri was admitted into the Union, was right 
in principle, though it may have been liable to ob¬ 
jection, because it gave the free States more than 
three-fourths of the territory which the Govern¬ 
ment then held. The subsequent acquisitions of 
Florida and Texas have tended to remedy this in¬ 
convenience. 

I do not, however, Mr. Chairman, admit for one 
moment the doctrine advanced in some quarters, 
that the Government ought to acquire territory 
to strengthen either the free or the slave States, 
ss against the other section. Being the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States, it is not justified in using 
its powers for' the advancement of some of the 
States at the expense of the others. If, independ¬ 
ently of these considerations, there are substan¬ 
tial national reasons for the acquisition of terri¬ 
tory, it may be acquired. Should it lie on our 
Northern frontier, then, on account of its contigu¬ 
ity to the free States, cold climate, and for other 
reasons which need not now be given, it should 
be made free territory. Should it be on our 
Southern border, it ought to be open to the citi¬ 
zens of the Blave States, who, by reason of their 
contiguity, similarity of climate, &c., Would most 
conveniently occupy it, and it ought to tolerate 
slavery. Should it be on our Western border, 
fairness would seem to require its division with 
reference to the considerations above stated. 


Fellow-Citizens of the United States; 

It may seem strange and presumptuous that an 
obscure man, known even by name to but very 
few in the land, should write you a public letter 
on a theme so important as this of SlaTery. You 
may oall it foolish and rash. Say that if you 
will; perhaps you aro right. I have no name, no 
office, no rank anRngst men, which entitle my 
thoughts to your consideration. I am but one of 
the undistinguished millions, who live unnoticed, 
and die remembered only by their family and 
friends, humble and obscure. If any of the fa¬ 
mous men accustomed to sway the opinions of the 
political parties and the theological sects, had 
suitably treated this matter, showing you the 
facts and giving manly counsel, I should not have 
presumed to open my mouth, it is their silence 
which, prompts me to speak. I am no aspirant for 
office or for fame; have nothing to gain by your 
favor ; fear nothing from your frown. Jn writing 
this letter I obey no idle caprice, but speak from 
a sense of duty, in submission to th« voice of 
conscience. I love my country, and my kind; it 
is patriotism and humanity which bid me speak. 
1 ask you to read and consider, not to rtad with¬ 
out your prejudices, but with them, with them 
all; then to consider, to decide, to act, as you may 
or must. I address myself .to no party, to no sect, 
but speak to you, as Americans and as men, ad¬ 
dressing my thoughts to all the citizens of the 
slave States and the free. 

I am to speak of a great evil, long eitablished, 
wide spread, deeply rooted in the laws, the usages, 
and the ideas of the people. It affects directly the 
welfare of three millions of men, one sixth part 
of the nation: they are slaves. It affects directly 
half the States: they are slaveholders. It has a 
powerful influence on the other hall) though more 
subtle and unseen. It affects the industry, laws, 
morals, and entire prosperity of the whole nation 
to a degree exceeding the belief of men not fa¬ 
miliar with its history and its facts. The evil in¬ 
creases with a rapid growth; with advancing 
flood it gains new territory, swells with larger 
volume; its deadly spray and miasma gradually 
invade all our institutions. The whole nation is 
now legally pledged to its support; the public 
legislation for the last sixty years has made sla¬ 
very a Federal institution. Your revenue boats 
and your navy are bound to support it; your army 
aots for its defence. You have fought wars, 
spending money and shedding blood, to gain new 
soil wherein to plant the tree of slavery. You 
have established it in your Districts and your 
Territories. You have recently annexed to your 
realm a new Territory as large as the Kingdom 
of France, and extended slavery over that soil 
whence a semi-barbarous people had expelled it 
with ignoiSiny. You are now fightingawar in be¬ 
half of slavery, a war carried on at great cost of 
money and of men. The national capital is a 
great slave market; in her shambles your broth¬ 
ers are daily offered for sale. Your flag floats 
over the most wioked commerce on earth—the 
traffic in men and women. Citizens of the Unit¬ 
ed States breed youths and maidens for ealo in 
the market, as the grazier oxen and swine. 

The Bey of Tunis has abolished slavery, as a 
disgrace to Africa and the Mahometan religion. 
Your Constitution of the United States supports 
this institution, and binds it upon the free States ; 
the South fondly clings to it; the freemen of the 
North bend suppliant necks to this yoke. With 
a few exceptions, your Representatives and Sena¬ 
tors in Congress give it their countenance and 
their vote; their hand and their heart. Your 
great and famous men are pledged to this, or their 
silence practically purchased. Seven Presidents 
of your Christian Democracy have been holders 
of slaves; three only free from that taint. You 
will soon be called on to elect another slavehold¬ 
er to sit in the Presidential chair, and rule over 
a Republic containing twenty millions of men. 

In all the Union there is no legal asylum for 
the fugitive slave; no soil emancipates has hnrry- 
ing feet. The States which allow no slavery with¬ 
in their limitslegaliy defend the slaveholder: catch 
and retain the man fleeing for his manhood and 
Bis life. 

I cannot oall upon the political leaders of the 
nation. You know what they look for, and how 
they would treat a letter exposing a national evil, 
and talking of Truth and-Justice. I do not ad¬ 
dress you as members of tho political parties; 
they have their great or petty matters to deal 
with, differing in regard to free trade or protec¬ 
tion, bat are united in one policy &s it respects 
slavery. Demagogues of both parties will play 
their little game, and on your shoulders ride into 
fame, and ease, and wealth, and power, and noise. 
The sects also have their [special work, and need 
not be addressed on the subject of slavery—of 
human wrong. 

I speak to the People, not as sectarians, Protest¬ 
ant or Catholic—not as Democrats or Whigs, but 
as Americans and as Men. I solemnly believe, if 
you all knew the facts of American slavery and 
its effects, as I know them, that you would end the 
evil before a twelvemonth had passed by. I take 
it for granted that you lovo Justice and Truth. I 
write to you, having confidence in your integrity 
and love of men, having confidence also in the 
Democratic ideas on whioh a Government should 

In what I write you will doubtless find mis¬ 
takes—errors of feet or of reasoning. I do not 
ask to be-screened from censure, even for what no 
diligence could wholly escape, only that you will 
not reject nor refuse to consider the truth of fact 
and of reasoning which is presented to you. A 
few mistakes in figures or in reasoning will not 
affect the general argument of this letter. Read 
with what prejudioe you may, but decide and act 
according to Reason and Conscience. 

STATISTICS AND HISTORY OF SLAVERY. 

I will first call your attention to the Statistics 
and History of Slavery. In 1790, there were but 
697,897 slaves in the Union; in 1840, 2,487,355. 
At the present day, their number probably is not 
far from 3,000,000. In 1790, Mr. Gerry estimated 
their value at $10,000,000; in 1840, Mr. Clay fix¬ 
ed it at $1,200,000,000. They are owned by a 
population of perhaps about 300,000 persons, and 
represented by about 100,000 voters. 

At the time of the Declaration of Independ¬ 
ence, slavery existed in all the States; it grad¬ 
ually receded from the North. In the religious 
colonies of New England it was always unpopular 
and odious. It was there seen and felt to be ut¬ 
terly inconsistent with the ideas and spirit of 
their institutions, their churches, and their State 
itself. After the Revolution, therefore, it speedily 
disappeared—here perishing by default, there 
abolished by statute. Thus it successively disap¬ 
peared from Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, and New 
Jersey. By the celebrated ordinance of 1787, in¬ 
voluntary servitvde, except as a punishment after 
legal conviction of crime, was forever prohibited 
in the Northwest Territory. Thus the now 
States, formed in the Western parallels, were, by 
the action of the Federal Government, at once 
cut off from that institution. Besides, they were 
mainly settled by men from the Eastern States, 
who had neither habits nor principles which fa¬ 
vored slavery. Thus Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich¬ 
igan, Wisconsin, and Iowa, have been without 
any legal slaves from the beginning. 

_ In the South, the character of the people was 
different; their manners, their social and political 
ideas, were unlike those ef the North. The South¬ 


ern States were mainly colonies of adventurers, 
rather than establishments of men who for con¬ 
science sake fled to the wilderness. Less pains were 
taken with the education—intellectual, moral, and 
religious—of the people. Religion never hold so 
prominent a place in the consciousness of the mass 
as in tho sterner and more austere colonics of the 
North. In the Southern States—New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, and 
Georgia—slavery easily found a footing at an ear¬ 
ly day. It was not at all repulsive to the ideas, 
the institutions, and habits of Georgia and South 
Carolina. The other Southern States protested 
against it; they never. 

Consequences follow causes; it is not easy to 
avoid the results of a first principle. The North¬ 
ern States, in all their constitutions and sooial 
structure, consistently and continually tend to 
Democracy—the Government of all, for all, and 
by all; to equality before the State and its laws; 
to moral and political ideas of universal applica¬ 
tion. In the mean time, the Southern States, in 
their constitutions and sooial structure, as con¬ 
sistently tend to Oligarchy—the Government 
over all, by a few, and for the sake of that few; 
to privilege, favoritism, and class legislation; to 
conventional limitations; to the rule of force, 
and inequality before the law. In such a state of 
things, when slavery comes, it is welcome. In 
1787,.South Carolina and Georgia refused to ac¬ 
cept the Federal Constitution, unless the right of 
importing slaves was guarantied to them for twen¬ 
ty years. The new States formed in the South¬ 
ern parallels—Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi — retaining the ideas and habits of 
their parents, kept also tho institution of slavery. 

At tho time of forming the Federal Constitution, 
some of the Southern statesmen were hostile to 
slavery, and would gladly have got rid of it. Eco¬ 
nomical considerations prevailed in part, but po¬ 
litical and moral objections to it extended yet 
more widely. The ordinance of 1787, the work 
mainly of the same man who drafted the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence, passed with little opposi¬ 
tion. The proviso for surrendering fugitive 
slaves came from a Northern hand. Subsequent¬ 
ly, opposition, to slavery, in the North and the 
South, became less. The culture of cotton, the 
wars in Europe creating a demand for the pro¬ 
ductions of American agriculture, had rendered 
slave labor more valuable. Tho day of our own 
oppression was more distant and forgotten. So 
in 1802, when Congress purchased from Georgia 
the western part of her territory, it was easy for 
the South to extend slavery over that virgin soil. 
In 1803, Louisiana was purchased from France; 
then, or in 1804, when it was organized into two 
Territories, it would have been easy to apply the 
ordinance of 1787, and prevent slavery from ex¬ 
tending beyond the original thirteen States. But 
though some provisions restricting slavery wero 
made, the ideas of that ordinance were forgotten. 
Since that time, five new States have been formed 
out of territory acquired since the Revolution: 
Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Florida, Texas, 
all slave States—the last two with Constitutions 
aiming to make slavery perpetual. The last of 
those was added to the Union on the 22d of De¬ 
cember, 1845, two hundred and twenty-five years 
after the day when the Forefathers first set foot 
on Plymouth Rock; while the sons of the Pil¬ 
grims were eating and drinking and making mer¬ 
ry, the deed of annexation was completed, and 
slavery extended over nearly 400,000 square miles 
of new territory, whence the semi-barbarous 
Mexicans had driven it out. 

Slavery might easily have been abolished at tho 
time ofthe Declaration of Independence. Indeed, in 
1774, the Continental Congress, in their celebrated 
“non-importation agreement,” resolved never to im¬ 
port or purchase any slaves after the last of De¬ 
cember, in that year. In 1775, they declare in a 
“ report ” that it is not possible “ for men who 
exercise their reason to believe that the Divine Au¬ 
thor of our existenoe intended a part of the hu¬ 
man race to hold an absolute property in and un¬ 
bounded powers over others.” indeed, the Decla¬ 
ration itself is a denial of the national right to 
allow the existence of slavery : “Wo hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights; that among thesd 
are [the right to] life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness; that to secure these rights Govern¬ 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed.” 

But the original draft of this paper oontained 
a condemnation yet more explicit: “He [the 
King of England] has waged cruel war against 
human nature itself; violating its most sacred 
rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant 
people who never offended him; captivating and 
carrying them into slavery. Determined to keep 
open a market where men should be bought and 
sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppress¬ 
ing every legislative attempt to prohibit or re¬ 
strain this execrable commerce.” This clause, 
says its author himself, “ was struck out in com¬ 
pliance to South Carolina and Georgia, who had 
never ^attempted to restrain the importation of 
slaves,’and who, on the contrary, still wished to 
continue it. Our Northern brethren also, I be¬ 
lieve, felt a little tender under these censures; 
for though their people have very few slaves them¬ 
selves, yet they had been pretty considerable car¬ 
riers of them to others.” 

These were not the sentiments of a single en¬ 
thusiastic young Republican. Dr. Rush, in the 
Continental Congress, wished “.the Colonies to 
discourage slavery, and encourage the incrouse of 
the free inhabitants.” Another member of the 
American Congress declared, in 1779, “ Men are 
by nature free;” “ the right to be free can never 
ho alienated.” In 1776, Dr. Hopkins, the head of 
the New England divines, declared that “Sla¬ 
very is, in every instance, wrong, unrighteous, 
and oppressive ; a very great and crying sin.” 

In the articles of Confederation, adopted in 
1778, no provision is made for the support of sla¬ 
very ; none for the delivery of fugitives. Slavery 
is not once referred to in that dooument. The 
General Government had nothing to do with it. 
“If any slavo elopes to those States where slaves 
are free,” said Mr. Madison in 1787, “ he becomes 
emancipated by their laws.” 

DEBATES IN THE CONVENTION OF 1787. 

In the Convention of 1787, which drafted the 
present Constitution of the United States, this 
matter of slavery was abundantly discussed; it 
was the great obstaole in the way of forming the 
Union, as now of keeping it. But for the efforts 
of South Carolina, it is probable slavory would 
have been abolished by the Constitution. The 
South claimed the right of sending Representa¬ 
tives to Congress on account of their slaves. Mr. 
Patterson, of New Jersey, contended, that as tho 
slaves hail no Representative or vote at home, 
their masters could not claim additional votes in 
Congress on account of the slaves. Nearly all 
the speakers in that Convention, except the mem¬ 
bers from South Carolina and Georgia, referred 
to the slave trade with horror. Mr. Gerry, of 
Massachusetts, declared, in the Convention, that 
it was “ as humiliating to enter into oompaot with 
the slaves ofthe Southern States, as with the 
horses and mules of the North.” It was contend¬ 
ed, that if Slaves were men, then they should be 
taxed as men, and have their vote as men; if 
mere property, they should not entitle their own¬ 
ers to a vote, more than other property. It 
might be proper to tax slaves, “ because it has a 
tendency to discourage slavery; hut to take them 
into acoount in giving Representatives tended to 
encourage the slave trade, and to make it the in¬ 
terest of the States to continue that infamous 
traffic.” it was said, that “ we had just assumed 
a place among independent nations, in conse¬ 
quence of our opposition to the attempts of Great 
Britain to enslave us; that this opposition was 
grounded upon the preservation of those rights 
to which God and Nature had entitled us, not in 
particular, but in common with all the rest of 
mankind. That we had appealed to the Supreme 
Being for his assistance, as the God of heaven, 
who could not but approve otir efforts to presorve 
the rights which he had imparted to his crea¬ 
tures ; that now, when we had scarcely risen from 
our knees from supplicating his aid and protec¬ 
tion in forming our Government over a free peo¬ 
ple—a Government formed pretendingly on the 
principles of liberty, and for ifcs preservation— 
in that Government to have a provision, not only 
putting it out of its power to restrain or prevent 
the slave trade, even encouraging that most infa¬ 
mous traffic, and giving States power and influ¬ 
ence in the Union in proportion as they cruelly 
and wantonly sport with the rights of their fellow 
creatures; ought to be considered as a solemn 
mockery of and insult to that God whose pro¬ 
tection we had then implored, and could not fail 
to hold us up in detestation, and render us con¬ 
temptible to every true friend of liberty in the 

Luther Martin, the Attorney General of Mary¬ 
land, thought it “ inconsistent with the principles 
of the Revolution, and dishonorable to tho Amer¬ 
ican character,” to have tho importation of slaves 
allowed by the Constitution. 

The Northern States, and some of the South¬ 
ern, wished to abolish the slave trade at once. Mr. 
Pinckney, of South Carolina, thought that State 


“would never accede to tho Constitute 
prohibits the slave trade;” she “would i 
her importation of slaves in any shor 
Said Mr. Rutledge, of South Carolina, “ 
pie of the Carolinas and Georgia will i 


; , if it | pared to discuss, having fortified your opinions 
t stop I by long lamiliarity with the best authorities; 
time.” | and when it was given out .that the slaveholders 
.0 peo- contemplated having a newspaper at Washington, 
ver be you' said that nothing would give you “ greater 
erest.” pleasure.” That the constitutional question 


“ Religion and humanity have nothing to do with would have been a prime one, if not the prime 
this question. Interest alone is the governing one with them, there can be little doubt. Your 
principle with nations.” in apportioigng taxes, armour, then, was as complete on this subjeot, as 
he thought three slaves ought to be counted as you supposed necessary, 
but one free man; while in apportioning Repre- Again: you have disclaimed fbr yourself, and 
sentatives, his colleagues — Messrs. Butler and reprobated in others, any leadership in the Anti- 
Pinckney—declared, “ the blacks ought to stand Slavery cause. I do not say that this was im- 
on an equality with the whites.” Mr. Pinckney proper; only that it was superfluous. 1 have no- 
would “ make blacks equal to whites in the l'atio tieed that those who claimed leadership in any 
of representation;” he went further—he would oause aro unworthy of it, and, generally speak- 
have “ some security against an emancipation of ing, fail in their object. But as long as some 


slavesand, says Mr. Madison, “ seemed to wish peoplo kavo 
some provision should be included [in tho Consti- more attentic 
tutionJ in favor of property in slaves.” “ South and are more 
Carolina and Goorgia,” said Mr. Pinckney, “ can- others—thcii 


>r will, a. bettor intellect, g 
i interesting subject of refo 
jsful in understanding it tl 
rity being unsuspected—th 


not do without slaves.” “ The importation of will be leadership given to them voluntarily, and 
slaves would bo for the interest of the whole almost imperceptibly, however their modesty may 
Union ; the more slaves, the more produoe to em- lead them to disclaim it. In the circumstances £ 
ploy the carrying trade, the more' consumption have mentioned, it may be considered unavoida- 
a' 80 ''’ blc. Therefore, the opinions of the Era ought to 

On tho other hand. Mr. Bedford, of Delaware, be right, ought to be reasonable; for, whatever 
thought “ South Carolina was puffed up with her may be your complaints that “ somo A nti-Slavery 
wealth aSd her negroes.” Mr. Madison, cool and men” do not “understand” you, and will not 
far-sighted, always referring to first principles, agree with you, be assured they never will rest 
was unwilling to allow the importation of slaves satisfied, indeed they never ought, with any opin- 


till 1808: “Solongatermwillbemorodishonora- ion, come from what quarter it may, on so import- 
ble to the Amerioan charaoter than to say nothing ant a subjeot as the constitutional ono, till they 
about it in the Constitution.” see that it coincides with known truths; in fine, 

Mr. Williamson, of North Carolina, in 1783, till it is reasonable, and can be defended on the 
thought “ slaves an encumbrance to society,” and grounds of reason. 

was “both in opinion and praoticc against sla- Theso subjeots would not have been introduced, 
very.” Colonel Mann, of Virginia, in the Con- or even adverted to, on the present occasion, if it 
vention, called the slave trade an “infernal trhf- had not boon considered necessary; and now, 
fic,” and said that “Slavory discourages arts and leaving out every other, suggested by your re- 
manufactures ; tho poor despise labor when per- marks on my opinions of tho Constitution, 1 wish 
formed by slaves.” “ They produce the most to give, in as brief a manner as 1 can, the only 
pernioious effeot on maimers. Every master of true view of that instrument, in its supposed con¬ 
caves is born a potty tyrant. They bring tho neetions with slavery, as it is entertained by my- 
judgment of Heaven on a country.” Mr. Dick- self, in common with many others, 
inson, of Delaware, thought it “ inadmissible, on It has always been a hard thing—I suppose an 
every prinoiple of honor and safety, that the iin- impossible one—to support an unsound theory, by 
portation ol slaves should be authorized.” Gouv- a frill oonvietion, a sensible exhibition, of other 
erneur Morris, of Pennsylvania, “ nevor could truths that may bo deemed necessary for that pur- 
ooncur in upholding domestic slavery.” It was a pose. They are obscuro, and sometimes uninten- 
“ nefarious institution;” “tho curse of Heaven tionallyperverted—for instance,on the one hand, 
was on the States where it prevailed! ” Are the by the partisan of State rights, and, on the other, 
slaveBmen? “then make them citizens, and let of a consolidated Government. To come to a proper 


nen ? “ then make them citizens, and let of a cot 
ote. Are they property ? Why, then, is conclu! 
sr property included [in the ratio of repre- with a 
in I] The houses in this city [Pkiladel- mont s 


msolidated Government. To come to a proper 
ision, to see clearly all the truths connected 
t sound position, we must construe the instru- 
submitted to us by itself, with no reference 


Mr. Gerry declared, we “ ought to be paroful not tiality of a judge who [should happen to be a warm 
to give any sanction to it.” Democratic or Whig partisan, and who was in 

All the Nortk was at first opposed to slavery the habit of construing every contract according 
and the slave trade. Both parties seemed obsti- to his party views ? We should be certain that 
nate; the question of “ taxes on exports ” and of such an one had not arrived at tire truth, and that 
“ navigation laws,” remained to be deoided. Gouv- he never could, till he put aside his party liens, 
erneur Morris recommended that the wholo sub- and considered each contraot according to the ox- 
jeot of slavery might be referred to a committee, pressed intent of those making it. These re- 
“ including the clauses relating to the taxes on marks are made, because the last paragraphs of 
exports, and to the navigation laws. These things your comments on my letter—saying nothing of 
may form a bargain among thespNortliern and your editorial life heretofore—convinced me that 
Southern States.” Says Luther Martin, “ I found you aro a partisan of State rights, and alarmod— 
the Eastern States, notwithstanding their aver- although the result of every conflict between the 
sion to slavery, were very willing to indulge the General Government and a State ought to abate 
Southern States, at least with a temporary liberty your alarm on that side—lost those rights should 
to prosecute the slave trade, provided the South- be engulfed in a consolidated Government. And 
ern States would in their turn gratify them by were it not for these alarms, perhaps now become 
laying no restriction on navigation aots.” The so habitual as to disqualify you, in a great meas- 
N ortk began to understand, if the contemplated uro, from arriving at a true judgment with re¬ 
navigation laws should be enacted, that, as Mr. gard to the Constitution, you would not, in the 
Grayson afterwards said, “ all the produoe of the aforesaid paragraphs—for 1 know it is foreign 
Southern States will be carried by the Northern from you, when you would maintain a good cause—■ 
States on their own terms, which must be high.” leg the question to be determined, or take for grant- 
Mr. Clymer, of Pennsylvania, declared, “ The ed tho very subjeot in dispute. 

Western and Middle States will be ruined, if Under this bias, the inalienability of sovereign- 
net enabled to defend themselves against foreign ty (or “ power,” here used, beoause tho Constitu- 
regulations;’’ will be ruined if they do not have tion so uses it) is denied. I thought this matter 
some navigation laws, giving Americans an ad van- SO well understood, and so entirely recognised as 
tage over foreign vessels. Mr. Gorham, of Mas- true by those who undertook to instruot others, 


saebusetts, said, “ The Eastern States had no mo- that no formal proof was deemed necessary. Nor 
lives to union but a commercial one.” The pi’ll-- (till l think that t u ;m intelligent, mind, as youra 
fered compromise would favor their commercial is, any evidence of its truth would be required, 
interests. It was for the commercial interest of especially as the United States, with regard to 
the South, said Mr. Pinckney, to have no restrie- whites, acted on it every day. But in this 1 was 
tions upon commerce; but “ considering the loss mistaken. “The essential premise” is denied, 
brought on the Eastern States by the Revolution, and it is said that my statement “ oannot be true.” 
and their liberal conduct towards the views of Now, in prder that there may be no ground of 
South Carolina, [in consenting to allow slavery complaint, and that I may not at the same time 
and the importation of slaves, | he thought that furnish anything superfluous in so plain a case, 
no fetters should be imposed on the power of mak- Vattcl, one of the best and most common authori- 
ing commercial regulations, and his constituents ties among us, in his 1st book, okap. 0. sec. 69, 
would be reconciled to the liberality.” So the North says that “ Every true sovereignty is unalienable in 
took the boon,and winked at the “infernal traffic.” its own nature! 1 The reasoning of the author on 
Whon the question was put, there were in favor the principle may bo found in the same section, 
of the importation of slaves, Georgia, the two Car- Now, notwithstanding the Era’s positive denial, 
almas, and Maryland, with Now Plampshire, Mas- as quoted above, the principle is so plain, so inva- 
»nd Connecticut, "Opposed to it were- ria bly acted on by our G overnmentf witi the ex- 
StTfq ? ’ NC u Del . awt ire, and Vir- oeption of the slaves and colored people, that the 

gima! Subsequently Mr. Ames, m the Massachu- case cited by it is in derogation of its own doe- 
setts Convention for the adoption ot the Constitu- trine, and in direct confirmation of the common 


ginia! Subsequently, Mr. Ames, in the ’Massachu- C as 
setts Convention for the adoption of the Constitu- trii 

^ orthern t St “ t08 ? h ^ e «* ; that is, if in the haze which surrounds it I 

vantages by it m respect ol navigation;” in the ram descry its true course. it was never affirmed— 
Virginia Convention, Patnok Henry said, “ To- never intended to be affirmed-and there is, as it 
-f- 1 alwa f n,ttke ? ur P e “e with them,” for seems to me, no part of my argument, condensed 
VT 1 “P, or( ? d i?* 4 ’ “ ot 118 i8 > from whioh an inference could fairly be 

Si / iu 0 °J th 2 s ? utt - When the drawn, that the “ competent authority”—with us, 
artirio which binds the free states to deltvor up « the people”—could not make tho Geneva) Gov- 
the fugitive slaves oarne to be voted on, it was a ernment the medium by whioh sovereignty or 
feature m Amerioan legislation; not hinted power might be transmitted to others. What was 
i tho Articles of Confederation ;” hostile to meant, and what was tkonriit suffioiontlv oxnlinit. 


the well-known principles of the common law of was. 
England—which always favors liberty—and the itsei 
usages and principles of modern civilized nations. “ p 0 
Yet new as it was, and hostile, it seems not a word me n 
was said against it in the Convention. It “ was if tl 
agreed to, nem. con 11 Yet “ the Northern Dele- and 
gates,” says Mr. Madison, “owing to their par- then 
ticular scruples on the subjeot of slavery, did not Wk, 


t, and what was thought sufficiently explicit, 


choose the word slave to bo mentioned.” In the the powe/of protecting the whole or a certain 
Conventions ot the several States, it seems no re- number of our population, to a State of Europe 
monstrance was made to this article. or Asia, or Africa ? For, if the General Govern- . 

r - CtU ivr mng . . w? - to . tie mont h,xs tlie right to alienate power as Sovereign- 

House ot Delegates, in Maryland, At this time ty confided to it, and to no one else, not to be alien- 
we do not generally hold this commerce in so ated, but used solely for the public good, they 
great abhorrence as we have-done; when our lib- have the further right, as there is nothing to pre- 
erties wore at stake, we warmly felt for the com- vent them, to go where they can make the best 
mon rights of men; the danger being thought to bargain. I wish to be fully understood here. I 
be past, we are daily growing more insensible to believe the people can bestow as much or as little 
tneir rights. power as they choose on the General Government; 

Ito be ooNwmiED.J that they can bestow it for any time they please, 

-*--- be it short or long; that they can make the Gen- 

THE constitution—sovereignty—SLA- eral Government the medium of convoying power 

VERY. to others, but that they never have done so in a 

T _- single instanoe that I am aware of. 

Loweii Saqinav^ Micuigan, In discussi th0 inalieiiability of th0 

_ „,. t , , „ . November IS, 1847. Era saysIt is inalienable by the Government on 

To the Edrtor of the National Em: which it is conferred, during the time for which it 

i cheerfully embrace the proposition made by is granted, unless tho grant be accompanied with 
you, to use your columns, to controvert the opin- a provision empowering the alienation sooner.” 
ions heretofore given in them on the constitutional To this I have no full reply to make, inasmuch as' 
question. In doing so, I shall also endeavor to jta objeot is apprehended but indistinctly: be- 
make my own, lately published and commented sides, I am unaware of any grant of tho chat-ae¬ 
on in the AV«. still more comprehensible; for, if ter spoken of being mads to our Government, 
lam to judge from the imperfeot answers made to Without such a provision, no sane people would 
them, they may have been imperfectly presented alienate the power they had already conferred on 
and understood. others— with suoh a provision, it is what I have 

But let us remember that we are not now dis- already admitted, 
missing what the present, or any other weak and The Era proceeds to say, that “ the competent 
yncked Mmmstration has dono, for in this matter authority may not only empower the Government 
in all likelihood we would agree, but what a on whioh it confers power to alienate it, or a por- 
muten instrument means— an instrument that wus tion of it, in certain cases, but it may itself alien- 
intended to be perpetual, and only to be changed ate, that is, transfer to another, the power thus 
in the mode nomted out hu if.solf* AUlimurli _i* *z. x-l - 'mi.. _ •>* 


To the Editor ofthe National Em 


was, that the General Government could not, of 
itself, in virtue of its present possession of the 
“ power,” alienate it. If the General Govern¬ 
ment were entirely unrestrained in this matter— 
if the “ power” confided by the people to them, 
and to no other, could be alienated—why confine 
them to a State, making part of the United States? 
Why not permit them to alienate, for instance, 


intended to be perpetual, and only to be changed ate, that is, transfer to another, the power thus 
in the mode pointed out by itself. Although conferred; or it may limit tho term of the power.” 
there may be new ovents and subjeots constantly I do not pretend, as in the above case, to have a 
arising in our national progress,, for the applica- dear comprehension of what the Era menus here; 
tion of its principles, yet these principles must but, I think, it may be understood in some meas- 
always be substantially the same, and subjeot to ure, from a subsequent attempt to apply it, in the 
the same rules of interpretation. following words: “ This it has done In regard to 

You say you are not a lawyer,” and therefore the power of Congress over the Territories. The 
have a natural reluctance to express your opin- competent authority has conferred on Congress 
ions on difficult constitutional questions.” One power to dispose of and make all needful rules 
would not suppose so, on seeing your dogmas in and regulations for the government of the Terri- 
the_ Era, that “ Congress have no more power to tories of the United States, but the grant of power 
legislate upon slavery in the States, than to logis- terminates with the organization of the Territory into 
lato upon the State Bank of Ohio, or the lotteries a Slate r and its admission into the Union , for then tho 
of Maryland,” and that 4: you .set yourself in op- power to dispose of such Territory, and make all 
position to doctrines which claim for the General needful rules and regulations for it, is secured by 
Government a constitutional pQwer over slavery the constitution of the State Government which it 
in the States,’) “ for the same reasons that you op- has adopted. Congress has emancipated a people 
pose the doctrines of tho ultra slaveholders,which on whom the 1 competent authority’ confers the 
deny that Congress lias any power to prohibit power which before was lodged in that body, 
slavery in the Territories”—viewing them as This is a plain act of alienation of power from 
equally unconstitutional.” I wish the editor of one Government to another.” This, if we rightly 
the Era not to forgot, too, that the Constitution understand it, is, of course, the strongest case 
was not made exclusively for the lawyers, or for whioh the Era can bring forward in support of bis 
their sole interpretation, but by and for the “peo- prinoiple. Several answers might be given to it, 
pie;” and that it was intended to be so plain, and but I will content myself with but a part of 
really is so plain, that those subjected to it can, if them. 

they choose, interpret it in the main, correctly. The notion that a grant of power meant to be 
Neither is the question before us so “ difficult ” perpetual, necessarily ends with the performance 
that a sensible man, whose attention has been di- of a particular act, and is exhausted by the exer- 
rected to it, may not come to a just conclusion. cise of if, is what I never said, and never intended 
You seem to forget, too, that you have been to say. Yet it would seem to be comprehended 
selected out of the whole body of the Abolition- in the words underscored in the quotation just 
ists to publish an Anti-Slavery paper at the seat given. So far from it, however, this grant of 
of Government. That the opinions you are thus power to Congress was not for the admission into 
enabled to send out, are supposed to be well-con- the Union of a particular State, but for the ad- 
sidered, and that they, of course, have great in- mission of all States duly constituted and making 
iluence, far and near, with the readers, especially application in future. The very reason for which 
the Anti-Slavery readers, of the Era. The con- it was conferred, the occasion for its exercise, 
stitutional question was one which, ever sinee the has arison and passed. If it were otherwise, if 
establishment of the Bra, if not before^ you felt the power of Congress were expended by the act 
yourself— and very properly felt yourself—pre- [co.vcx.umsn on four is zag e.] 
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There has been quite a panic in New York, in 
consequence of the failure of two or tlirbe country 
banks. The following banks have failed: 

Lewiston Bank, Pennsylvania. 

Mount Hope Delaware Bridge Co., N. Jersey. 

Atlas Bank, New York. 

James Bank, New York. 

If banks fail while their notes are on the transit, 
the loss will be on those that send. We guarantee 
the safety of the mails, not tho solvency of the 
banks. 


We are indebted to Mr. Clingman, of North 
Carolina, for a copy of his speech; and to Mr. 
Parker, of Boston, for the sheets of his Letter to 
the People of the United States. We have di¬ 
vided both in soctions, and shall publish them side 
by side, on our first page, beginning this week, 
and running through several numbers. In no 
better way oan we present both sides of a great 
question. Our Southern exchanges will see that 
we like fair play, and free discussion. Why^rill 
they not give tho opponents of slavery a hearing 


We wished to make room for this letter sooner, 
but were unable to do so. As it is, we cannot 
pay it the attention to which the character of its 
author, to say nothing of its own merits, entitles 
it. Returning from a hurried trip to New York, 
We have scarcely been able to dispose of matters 
more imperatively requiring notice. On exam¬ 
ination of the letter, should we deem that the 
cause of Truth would be promoted by the further 
discussion of the questions it presents, we shall 
take an early opportunity to givo our views. 


Wc greatly regret that J ohn Smith the Younger, 
owing to unavoidable absence, has been obliged to 
postpone the continuation of his new Portrait till 
next week. 


We have on hand several poetic contributions 
of much merit. They shall soon seo the light. 
The one on our fourth page has been long in type. 
“ Napoleon at the Doath of Duroc,” &c., will ap¬ 
pear next week. 


We have two important events to announce 
this week—a new year, and a new volume of the 
Era; but, as we forgot both till the last moment, 
when the paper was full, we can now only say, to 
each patron and friend, may this year of your 
life be better than all former ones, and this year 
of the Era like unto it. 


As we did not wish to encumber our last num¬ 
ber with an index, which would have occupied 
one-fourth of the paper, we concluded to print it 
on a separate sheet, striking off a sufficient num¬ 
ber of copies to be kept subject to the order of 
subscribers. Many do not file theirpapers; others, 
who have been keeping fdes of the Era, and wish 
an index, will be promptly furnished, on applica¬ 
tion, made by letter, postpaid. 


This is the title of a new Anti-Slavery paper 
in Pittsburg, which takes the place of the Alba¬ 
tross. It is edited and issued by Mrs. Jane G. 
Swisshelm. We have been much interested in 
tho few numbers roeeivod at our office. The edit¬ 
or is independent, spirited, and industrious; and 
there is little commonplace about her paper. If 
the Anti-Slavery people of Pittsburg do not sus¬ 
tain her, we shall be greatly surprised. 


The holydays left but little time for the trans¬ 
action of business in Congress tho last week. A 
brief glance at tho course of proceedings will serve 
to keep up a connected view of its action. 

Anti-Slavery Petitions in the House. —Sev¬ 
eral Anti-Slavery petitions have been presented 
in the House; one has been referred to the Judi¬ 
ciary Committee, it would seem, by accident; the 
rest have been laid upon the table. No discrimi¬ 
nation is made in relation to them. Some pray 
for the extinction of slavery in the States by Con¬ 
gressional legislation; some, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District; some, for the appropria¬ 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands to the 
work of general emancipation; some, for an alter¬ 
ation in the Constitution which will authorize tho 
General Government to act upon the subject. All 
are. treated alike—received with little excite¬ 
ment, and laid upon tho table, by small majorities, 
generally a little more than two-thirds of the mem¬ 
bers voting. What might be the rosult of a full 
vote, we do not know, but are inclined to think 
that it would be more favorable than the present 
disposition of the petitions. Now that the holy- 
days are over, we may expect better attendance, 
and non-voters will be more narrowly watched. 
Honesty is the best policy. Members of Con¬ 
gress should be men enough to record their votes 
fearlessly on every important question, or resign. 

Corporations and Postage. —Anothor subject 
of interest in the Plouse, was the debate on the 
disagreement between the Postmaster General 
and the Richmond and Fredericksburg Railroad 
Company. That the transportation of the mail 
south has been obstructed by this cause is well 
known, but why the blame should be laid upon 
the Postmaster General we cannot understand. 

The law of Congress on the subject of con¬ 
tracts, &c., seemed to be susoeptible of two con¬ 
structions. Mr. Johnson adopted that by which 
he has been enabled to reduoe the expenses of 
transportation, and facilitate the experiment of 
cheap postage. This diminished the profits of the 
railroad corporations, but their compensation, so 
far as wc have been able to judge, was still reason¬ 
able. Hitherto, Mr. Johnson, uninterfered with, 
has been able to bring those corporations to terms; 
but the company referred to appears to think 
that, by the combined aid of merchants’ meet¬ 
ings, editorial bluster, and Congressional inter¬ 
position, it can defeat the economical arrange¬ 
ments of the Department, and secure assent to its 
own terms. It is easy to see that, should Con¬ 
gress lend its power to reverso the policy of the 
Postmaster General, every road corporation in 
the oountry would feel emboldened, and the ulti¬ 
mate result would be, exorbitant demands for 
transportation, and, if they were not yielded to, 
obstruction of the mails, with groat inconvenience 
to the People, which the Press would then coolly 
asoribc to the parsimonious folly of the Postmas¬ 
ter General. 

We hope Congress will hesitate long before it 
will venture to interfere with the policy of a De¬ 
partment, the rigidly economical management of 
whioh is so vital to the sueoess of the system of 
low postage, and to the policy of a further reduc¬ 
tion of rates. 

The Senate seems to be taking the lead of the 
House in tho discussion of the question of the 
Mexican war. We present, in another column, 
a synopsis of the debate on the motion of Gen. 
Cass, made last Thursday, to take up the bill for 
raising ten additional regiments of regular forces. 
The tio vote shows a disposition in the Senate to 
proceed with some deliberation; but the avowals 
of Messrs. Clayton and Mangum, in favor of the 
policy of granting military supplies, afford ground 
for the prediction that the Whigs of this Con¬ 
gress will follow the example set them by their 
predecessors in the last, in granting all that the 
Administration may choose to demand. -Their 
abhorrence of the war is not diminished. Oh, no! 
It was begun unconstitutionally—it was the Pres¬ 
ident’s war—it has been waged causelessly—there 
is not one reason which can justify it—but they 
will prosecute it vigorously, votipg men and 


money to secure for a war they abhor the most ident to carry on successfully this war, “ unne- 
triumphant success! Persistence in inconsisten- cessarily and unconstitutionally begun” by him, 
cy so gross, argues a total want of elevated states- and waged for the extension of slave territory ! 
manship, and an absence of that high moral sense It is painful to dwell upon these shameful incon- 

which ought to govern the conduct of those who sistencies. _ 

aspire to legislate for a Christian Republic. 

We rejoice that Mr. Hale met the question & We knew our invocation would not be un- 
boldly, and avowed purposes in entire harmony heeded ' 0ur frieQd > William D. Gallagher, 
with principles. We trust that, wllen the crisis has g lven us a Poo”', which will endear him to 
shall come, many more may be found, voting their tte Kons of ‘oil, wherever and as long as the Eng- 
own honest conviotions, not talking one way and li s)l language is spoken, 
voting another, not condemning themselves in For the National Era. 

what they allow, and bewailing what, being in THE artisan. 

their power to prevent, is effectuated by their The day is past;—the quiet night 

sanction. Toward its midhour weareth on; 

Mr. Mangum, it will be seen, intimated a pur- His work shop has been dosed for hours— 

pose to vote for the bill, but in such a way as to t, A day ’ s lal ’ 0 ^ Hone. 

, . ..... ., ... The toil is hard that brings him bread; 

throw the responsibility on the President! Were AnJ 8ometimes he tath acMt 3uppIy . 

the Senators puppets of the President, could they When droops awhile his manly head, 

lay aside their manhood, that policy might be And glistens his full eye. 

possible; but they can give no vote in that Senate Yet from the trial shrinks he not; 

for which fbo People and the Ruler of Nations For he has yonth, and strength, and will; 

will not hold them individually responsible. “ If At BerKi°s"d t 'l 1 "t fit folk repa,lJ ’ 

thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto He aom etimes murmurs —but his pride 

death, and those that are ready to be slain; if Checks each expression at its birth,— 

thou sayost behold, we knew it not, doth not He That blessings to his dass denied 

that pondereth the heart consider it ? and He that Surround the drones of earth, 

keepeth thy soul, doth not He know it? And He passes, morn, and noon, and night, 

shall not He render unto every man according to The homes ot ll,xury 1111(1 wealtL ; 

his works And glances at their gilded ease 

ins works i His eye wiu ^ by 8teaUh . 

W e have at times observed a disposition on the And shadows gather on his face, 

part of members of the Senate to appeal to a At times—but instantly depart— 

Higher Power, to recognise reverently his jus- He feols suoh weaklles3 a disgrace 

tiee, and his claims upon their obedience. If rev- Both to hls head all<1 heart 

erence be indeed a habit of their minds, we com- His callinff sometimes takes him where 

mend to their attention the language of inspira- *** Um ^' 

tion. Whether they believe it divine orjjpt, one And lovely looks his sight;— 

thing is certain: it sets forth, in empha" style, And much he thiuks—and half he sighs— 

a Truth as solemn as Eternity, and as enduring. Yet ere Ilis welcome work is done, 

And, after all, what an idle threat is this! To YTf T- home ’* nd Mary ’ s eye8 ’ 

throw the responsibility on the President! What ur “ praUlmg 8<>n ' 

cares he? He loves responsibility; in all our His labor hath been light to-day; 

proceedings with Mexico he has never hesitated Aadtata 

to assume responsibility. His last annual mes- iu study close and deep, 

sage betrayed no timidity, no shrinking, no de- The lamp burm dim—the fire is low— 

Bird to evade all the responsibilities growing out The book is closed wherein he read; 

of this Mexican war. Of all follies, that seems But wildly swell the streams of Thought 

, , . J Its fountain-pages fed. 

to us the most egregious, which thinks to intimi- 

date the President, by granting him all the men With eyes fixed calmly on the floor, 

, , , , , . But varying and expressive face, 

and the money he demands for the vigorous Ij c conE tlie lesson 0 - er ani 0 , er _ 

prosecution of the war. Why, it is the only course The history of his race, 

which can strengthen his position. Every act of And muob flnds of word and deed, 

the kind, sanctioned by the Whigs, he regards as BuHnorethat'mAkShlsh UUW ’ 

a tribute to the wisdom of his recommendations, And dLkW«his bro^- ble<!<i ’ 

an evidence of the correctness of his course. So 

long as Whig votes shall be given to carry on the TheoeMeiesrstr^^&^Swm^ 0 ** 1- 

war rigorously, our Democratic President will The dariug that hath seized a realm, 

be sure to wage it with redoubled energy, and Or caught a wavering crown— 

with steadily augmenting demands for indemnity. The 1Iutlllood tllat Hath tamely bent 


The admirers of Commodore Stockton gave him 
a public dinner, at Philadelphia, last Thursday 
evening. Some five or six hundred guests sat 
down to a bountiful entertainment in tho Musi¬ 
cal Fund Hall. The wine flowed freely, if the 
wit did not. Patriotic toasts were drunk uproari¬ 
ously. Military and Naval gentlemen shone like 
little suns through the clouds of plebeians that 
hovered about them. All glowed with the inspi¬ 
ration of the ocoasion, and the Hall shook with 
the violence of their extatio paroxysms. 

Passing through Philadelphia on business, we 
availed ourself of the occasion just to look in upon 
the goodly company, and improve our knowledge 
of human nature. And a great deal/of it wf saw 
there that evening. The Commodore, after hav¬ 
ing received the fire of the company for some 
time with signal firmness, brought his ship into 
action, and dolivored a broadside with his char¬ 
acteristic. bravery. 

But we have no room for description. Enough 
to say, that the Commodore gave it as his opinion 
that all the insults offered by Mexico had been 
wiped out in blood. As for indemnity, that was 
a small matter. No American would weigh Wood 
against money. We were rioh, and ought to be 
magnanimous. It was our duty, our religious 
duty, to raise thousands of soldiers and millions 
of money to establish a permanent, peaceful, in¬ 
dependent Government in Mexico. The Com¬ 
modore is quite a pleasant speaker, gives utter¬ 
ance sometimes to highly generous sentiments, 
but cherishes marvellous ideas concerning the 
niission of this country. He had a queer set of 
missionaries to listen to him. 


A public dinner was given in Washington, last 
Friday evening, to Generals Quitman and Shields. 
The Yioo President was present; the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives sent his apology, 
pleading a prior and unavoidable engagement, but 
acknowledging the high honor done him by the 
invitation to attend. The Constitution, the Presi¬ 
dent, the Heads of Departments, Congress, the 
Supreme Judiciary, “ Our Distinguished Guests,” 
the Memory of Washington, the Memory of the 
Fallen Brave, the Army, the Navy, the Flag, 
the Union, and Woman, were all toasted. 

We have not a word to say personally against 
these gentlemen thus publicly entertained; but 
wc do not like such entertainments. If the camp 
be indeed glorious; if the passion for war be a 
holy one; if military life be deserving of especial 
honor, military services of paramount value; if it 
be desirable to foster a military aristocracy, and 
train the minds of our young men to contemn the 
arts of peace, and long for the trappings of the 
epauletted gentry, then are these public dinners 
to Generals and Commodoros reasonable and be¬ 
coming. 

When woman honors with her sweetest smiles 
the man of the camp, when solemn Senators ren¬ 
der him profoundest obeisance, and the Press 
bows before him with words of humblest adula¬ 
tion, oan we wonder that the spirit of war, with 
its senseless vanity and revolting arrogance and 1 
vainglorious pretension, is making rapid inroads 
upon the simplicity and equality of Republicane- 1 


are bad; our tastes perverted; it is almost impos¬ 
sible for ns to say what is good and wholesome. 
As for theorists, we put no faith in them; wheth¬ 
er they undertake to presoribe a man’s diet, ac¬ 
cording to certain metaphysical dogmas, as to the 
intentions of the Creator ; or from an examination 
of the structure of his teeth; or from a chemical 
correspondence between certain edibles and the va¬ 
rious tissues of the body. The truth is, it is impos- 
■ sible to lay down infallible rules for the preserva¬ 
tion of health. Bathing is by some deemed in¬ 
dispensable Doubtless, it is wholesome, clean¬ 
ly, and luxurious; but wo know a man now plod¬ 
ding on towards ninety, with all his senses per¬ 
fect, and who has never had a “ regular-built” spell 
of sickness, who yet has never practiced bathing. 
We knew a man given to nice speculation, who 
concluded that he would live on vegetable diet, 
without salt, and eat plenty of apples. He got 
on bravely, looked ruddy, and never tasted water, 
or any kind of drink, for nearly half a year. An¬ 
other experimenter might have been killed by the 
trial. 

Physicians pronounce, dogmatically, that hot 
bread is a ourse to the stomach, and stale bread 
always the thing. Now, we, for one, can bear 
witness that light, well-baked, hot rolls, agree with 
us charmingly, while stale bread too often for our 
comfort, has produced the heartburn. Cucumbers 
are proscribed by the Art, as poisonous; but we 
know of persons not remarkable for robustness, in 
whom digestion is promoted by a moderate use of 
that vegetable. Whether the differences in di¬ 
gestive capacity depend upon original constitution 
or peculiarities of organization or function pro¬ 
duced by long continued habit, is not of so much 
importance, as the fact that they do exist, and, for 
the most part, are beyond correction. “Man! 
know thyself”—that is to say, thy digestion— 
wisdom centres there. 

These remarks have been suggested by a spirit¬ 
ed article in Blackwood’s Magazine, on “The 
Nutritive Qualities of the Bread now in use, by 
Professor Johnson.” By an analysis of the chem¬ 
ical composition of wheat, In the forms of wheat 
meal, fine flour, and bran, he is conducted to the 
conclusion that wheat meal is the article out of 
whioh the most wholesome and nutritive bread oan 
be made. 

This is the theory: The solid parts of the hu¬ 
man body are composed of fat, muscle, bone, and 
the blood coatains these in a liquid state. Wheat, 
also, contains these three ingredients. Hence its 
adaptation to man’s necessities. 

“Now,” says Professor Johnson, “it is self-evi¬ 
dent that that food must be the most nourishing 
which supplies all these ingredients of the body 
most abundantly on the whole, or in proportions 
most suited to the actual wants of the individual 
to which it is given.” 

The reader will perceive that the two proposi¬ 
tions are distinct, and very unlike. If that food 
is most nourishing whioh supplies all these ingre¬ 
dients most abundantly, then we need nothing more 
than agricultural chemistry to instruct us in di¬ 
etetics. Whatever the article may be, which, ac¬ 
cording to its analysis, shall contain the largest 
quantity of these ingredients, that article should 
be chosen above all others for food. It is altogeth- 
ly needles! to ascertain anything about the state, 
capacity, or peculiarity of digestion iu different 
persons. There can be no uncertainty in the 
case—there can be do differences of adaptation. 
What is nourishing for one must be so for all. 

The other proposition is, that that food is most 
nourishing which supplies all these ingredients, 
“in proportions most suited to the actual wants of 
the individual animal to which it is given.” Every¬ 
thing here is unoertain. Agricultural chemistry 
oan afford but one material for forming a correct 
judgment, We shall have to ascertain, before its 
revelations can benefit us, what are the actual wants 
of the individual; how much fat, how much bone, 
how much muscle, each man wants, and that not 
only to-day, but to-morrow and next day, for the 
proportions may differ. But could some process 
in animal chemistry be invented, by whioh the ex¬ 
act weight of bone, fat. and muscle, demanded at 
every meal, could be ascertained, the next thing 
would be for the agricultural chemist to subject 
divers edibles to the test. And so it might hap¬ 
pen that a poor fellow, with his mouth in order 
for a plum pudding, would learn, to his dis¬ 
may, that, according to scientific analysis, that 
luxury could not be eaten with safety, but that 
bran or beans contained the exact and the only 
proportions of bone, muscle, and fat, to meet his 
actual wants! 

It is obvious that the last proposition is ab¬ 
surd ; so that the Professor is thrown necessa¬ 
rily upon the former one. And, sure enough, 
this he seems disposed to maintain; for he pro¬ 
ceeds to show by experiments that whole meal 
is certainly more nourishing to the human body 
than fine flour, because it contains a larger amount 
of bone, muscle, and fat, than thelatter. Thus: 

“Thefat. —Of this ingredient, a thousand pounds 
of the— 

Whole grain contains 28 lbs. 

Fine flour.20 lbs. 

Bran.60 lbs.” 

Whole meal then, is, richer in fat than fine flour, 
and bran is twice as rioh in fat as whole meal. 

“ 2. Muscular matter. —The particular results in 
the case of wheat and corn were as follows; 

“ A thousand pounds of the whole grain and of 
the fine flour contained of muscular matter, re¬ 
spectively— 

Whole grain. Fine flour. 

Wheat - - - 156 lbs. 130 lbs. 

Indian corn - - 140 lbs. 110 lbs. 

“ Of the material out of whioh the animal mus¬ 
cle is. to be formed, the whole meal or grain of wheat 
contains one-fifth more than the finest flour does. 
For maintaining muscular strength, therefore, it 
must be more valuable in an equal proportion.” 

“3. Of hone material and saline matter .” Of these, 
“ a thousand pounds of bran, whole meal, and fine 
flour, contain, respectively— 


old ground—that of observation of the effects of 
the various Edibles upon the stomach and the sys¬ 
tem ; and here every one ought to be able to judge 
for himself. Whole meal will suit. some better 
than fine flour, and corn meal will prove more 
healthful to some, than either. Of far more im¬ 
portance is it to attend to the quantity of our food 
and to the condition of our appetite. Let every 
one quit when hunger is satisfied, and not eat sim¬ 
ply because the taste is gratified; and when the 
stomaoh is weak, with appetite impaired, or you 
have not yet got through the digestion of one 
meal, forbear till that important organ be ready 
to discharge its duty. Treated reasonably in this 
way, there ore few things it will not digest and 
dispose of. 


In De Bow’s Commercial Review', we observe a 
very spirited artiole on the “ Direct Trade of the 
Southern States with Europe,” the purpose of 
which is to arouse the people of these States to 
the great importance of building up Southern 
commerce. 

“ Let us,” says the writer, “ take Richmond, 
Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, and New Orleans. 
Their annual exportation of agricultural produots 
is immense; it is conducted in Northern shipping, 
and the return cargoes received at Northern ports, 
to be re-shipped again with great expense to us, 
who sit patiently awaiting the result. The city 
of New York will import six-fold more than all of 
our Southern States taken together, and to a great 
part for the consumption of the Southern and 
Western States. All the profits of this commerce, 
legitimately ours, are lost.” 

In a note, statistics are given, such as we have 
frequently adverted to, but it will do no harm to 


Into Virginia 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 


Heroes abound on every side. The citizen’s 
garb is disdained. The drawing-room, the public 
walk, the Senate Chamber, are startled with the 
glare of military array. Is it of vital importance 
to the public, does the safety of the country de¬ 
mand that theso men of the army should be as¬ 
sailing our eyes every day with their multitudi¬ 
nous buttons and gilded finery ? Why keep the 
poor people in an agony of perpetual admiration ? 
Does not the Government allow them salary 
enough to provide themselves with a gentleman’s 
suit, as well as a hero’s? 

If thiB fashion continue, we submit whether 
uniforms ought not to be adopted by other classes 
of public servants. The Judges already robe 
themselves in black gowns upon the bench. Why 
lay these aside when they go abroad ? A Sena¬ 
tor might wear a blue belt, with twenty-nine stars 
emblazoned upon it, symbolical of the States rep¬ 
resented by the distinguished body of which he 
is a member. Representatives should adorn them¬ 
selves with cooked hats and white sashes, to indi¬ 
cate that they are alike prepared for peace or 
war. Why should these military people, who 
have been exploding gunpowder for the good of 
the Republic, be deemed worthy of more honor 
than their civic brethren who have been explod¬ 
ing their lungs for the same praiseworthy object? 

There is some little palliation for the Demo¬ 
crats. They think, or profess to think, the war 
one of defence against the aggressions of Mexico— 
that it is just and good. That they should bow low 
to the whiskered heroes, and glorify them, is not 
very incongruous. But, here are the Whigs, filled 
with a most devout horror of this particular war— 
they haye just voted iu the House of Representa¬ 
tives that it was unnecessarily and unconstitu¬ 
tionally begun by the President—nothing is more 
common than for them to denounce it as waged for 
the extension of slavery—and yet, who so zealous 
as they in honoring, in every conceivable mode, 
the triumphs achieved iu this most unholy, 
abominable, and unconstitutional war? They stand 
foremost, upon almost all occasions, in offering up 
incense to the fighters vho have enabled the Pres- 


Eating is a great operation. The table is one 
of the most important of domestic institutions; 
the source of comfort or misery, health or dis¬ 
ease, life or death, aocording aB its privileges are 
used or abused. It is an institution almost pecu¬ 
liar to civilized life, and the barbarian who would 
abolish or impoverish it, is a foe to civilization. 
So long as the stomaoh shall maintain its place in 
the centre of the animal system, supplying not 
only muscle, hut brain, exercising a controlling 
influence not only over motion, but thought; dif¬ 
fusing a feeling of strength, a consciousness of 
joyous existence, and attuning the whole nervous 
system so that it shall catch the slightest im¬ 
pressions from without, and respond to the faint¬ 
est touch of the mind within; or, clogging the 
wheel of life at the fountain, unstringing every 
muscle, making every nerve a medium of pain, 
turning the temper into wormwood and gall, and 
paralyzing the power of thought—just as its op¬ 
eration may be healthful or otherwise—so long 
will eating and drinking be deemed matters of 
vital import, and dietetical discussions be read with 
profound interest. 

We are not quite so far gone with one idea as 
to assume that offences against the stomach are at 
the bottom of all diseases; but were it possible to 
understand fully, iu all cases, what should be 
eateu and drunk, and how much, and would all 
men then guide themselves accordingly, we are 
inclined to think the profession of medicine would 
become an obsolete idea. But this panacea for 
health we suppose unattainable. So ignorant 
or careless are those who have the care of chil¬ 
dren, that few people come to years of maturi¬ 
ty with perfectly sound digestive organs. The 
stomach of the infant pays the penalty of his mo¬ 
ther’s imprudence. Excess or impropriety viti¬ 
ates the milk, and the poor babo writhes with the 
oolie. Another, stuffed with pap, moans his dis¬ 
tress, while an undigested surplus tortures the 
intestinal canal. Others swallow boluses of fat 
pork before they can masticate, and are drenched 
with green coffee strong enough to palsy the brains 
of maturity. 

We all grow up eating when, what, and as much 
as, we please, and swilling all sorts of drinks. The 
wonder is that so many run the gauntlet alive. But, 
arrived at years of discretion, the great digestive 
apparatus is predisposed to disorder, our habits 


Wholemeal.170 lbs. 
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“ So that in regard to this important part of 
compound necessary to all living animals, hut es¬ 
pecially the young who are growing and to the 
mother who is giving milk, tho whole meal is three 
times more nourishing than the fine flour.” 

If this inference be sound, then the bran, which 
contains eleven times as much bone, is, in regard 
to this important part of our food, eleven times 
more nourishing than fine flour, especially to the 
little chaps who are growing, and to the mother 
who is giving milk! 

“ Our case is now made out,” says the Profes¬ 
sor. “ Weight for weight, the whole grain or meal 
is more rich in all these essential elements of a 
nutritive food than the fine flour of wheat.” Ex¬ 
actly so ; but that is not all. Weight for weight, 
bran is far “more rich in all these three essential 
elements of a nutritive food” than even the whole 

Our case is also made out; and we submit 
to nursing mothers, whether they ought not to 
feed themselves on bran slops, and their babes on 
bran pap. 

The learned Professor, as he proceeds in his 
argument, stumbles across this very idea: “ Some 
one may remark,” he says, “if all this good is to 
come from the mere use of the bran, why not rec¬ 
ommend it to he withheld from the pigs ?” He ar¬ 
gues that there would be no saving in all this,” go¬ 
ing into quite an elaborate statement on this point. 
“ Besides,” he adds, “ if eaten alone, bran would 
prove too difficult, and, therefore, slow of diges¬ 
tion in most stomachs.” We think so; still, for 
the sake of manufacturing plenty of bone, and 
growing fat and muscle, why not train the stom¬ 
aoh to overcome the difficulty ? 

What absurdities some theorists involve them¬ 
selves in! Whole meal contains a greater amount 
of the ingredients of the human body than fine 
flour, and, therefore, says Dr. Johnson, it is far 
more nourishing. But bran contains far more of 
these ingredients than whole meal, and, therefore , 
by the same rule of reasoning, is far more nourish¬ 
ing ! No, says the Professor, it is difficult of di¬ 
gestion ! Ah! the nourishing quality of an arti¬ 
cle does not then depend alone upon the amount 
of “ these three ingredients ?” Then, what be¬ 
comes of the inference that whole meal is more 
nourishing than fine flour? 

After all these elaborate analyses, and their 
imposing parade of learning, we come back to the 


The Southern States together - $11,407,817 
New York alone - 70,909,089 

“Is this natural or necessary?” asks the writer; 
and to prove that it is neither, he goes into de¬ 
tails to show the great advantages of Southern 
States for direct trade with Europe. They pro¬ 
duce the cotton, the great staple of our trade with 
foreign nations. Their harbors are capacious and 
safe, their cities are healthy. 

“ Men tell us that the Southern States can 
never become the centre of great commercial ope¬ 
rations ! We heard this asserted boldly a thou¬ 
sand times over, during our travels at the North. 
The climate is uncongenial, say they; produce 
corrupts in your summers; you have no energy 
in such hot regions; slavery retards you. Make 
your cotton, your sugar, your rice, and tobacco, as 
much as you please, but there is an end of it, and 
will ever be.” 

As to/dimate, Charleston, he says, is as healthy 
as any city in the world; statistics prove it. 

“ The statistics of Charleston show a lower mor¬ 
tality among its acclimated population than any 
Northern city, and the physicians of Mobile and 
New Orleans will give the same testimony in fa¬ 
vor of those cities. Mobile and New Orleans, 
too, possess the great advantage over the former 
city of being surrounded by healthy country. 
When these cities escape yellow fever, which at¬ 
tacks the unacclimated alone, they enjoy an ex¬ 
emption from all disease, which is almost incredi¬ 
ble.” 

To the objection that produce corrupts in South¬ 
ern climes, he replies— 

“ Complain of produce and costly goods corrupt¬ 
ing or deteriorating in Southern climes! Venice, 
a southern city, conducted the trade of all the 
East, and was the entrepot of the world’s com¬ 
merce for the main period of her history.” 

Though the objection is a foolish one, not much 
can be said for tho answer. Venice, so far from 
being a Southern city, is in latitude 45 deg. 25 
min. north, just five degrees higher than New 
York! Better examples for his purpose would 
have been Canton, the great foreign port of Chi¬ 
na, in latitude 23 deg.; Alexandria and Tyre, 
once the great marts of the world—one in lati¬ 
tude 31 deg., the other in 33 deg. 

That the Southerners are deficient in energy, 
is also denied. Much has been said of the relax¬ 
ing influence of climate in the South, but this is 
greatly magnified. No oountry in the world en¬ 
joys a more bracing climate than Kentucky; few 
can boast a race of men so large or robust; but 
Kentucky, though settled before her sister State 
Ohio, is half a century behind her in population, 
enterprise, and wealth. 

The question then recurs, why is it that, though 
the South produces the great staplo of oommeroe, 
the North monopolizes the trade? “Slavery is 
at the bottom of the mischief,” cries the North¬ 
erner. And how does the Review writer meet 
this explanation ? All the other alleged obstacles 
ho disposes of with great readiness. Let us see 
how he treats this: 

“ Nor do our Northern brethren understand us 
upon that vital question of slavery. They have 
allowed us to bo visited with sneersj jeers, abuse, 
misrepresentations of the most malignant stamp, 
in a matter with which no one but ourselves and 
our Maker, by any law of man or of nations, can 
have a rightful concern. Our national councils 
have been perplexed, our progress Btayed, and 
measures threatened, equivalent, as we, the peo¬ 
ple of thirteen independent States, regard, to an¬ 
nihilation, as an'integral part of the Union. We 
are abused for calculating the value of a Union 
whioh threatens us with utter desolation and ruin. 
We are oalled fanatical, inconsiderate, disorderly, 
factious, when protesting and crying out against 
1 such unhallowed invasions upon the rights and 
even the? existences of freemen. It iB possible our 
sensitiveness is great; it is right that it is so. Are 
men to ‘ snuff the approaches of danger in the 
tainted breeze,’ and not to avert it ? God knows, 
if let alone, we oan co-operate with our Northern 
brethren, can give them of our labor, and take of 
theirs. We can ply the shoulder with them, love 
them, live with them, but it must be as equals ! Let 
us alone, as we let you alone, and as you let Eu¬ 
ropean nations alone, and the destinies of our 
country will bo great indeed. An opposite oourse 
is too sad to contemplate. It is sufficient that we, 
who are the best judges, are satisfied with our in¬ 
stitutions as they are, and will change or alter 
them just as soon as we regard it desirable. On 
our head be all the responsibility!” 

We neither sneer, jeer, abuse, nor misrepresent. 
You complain of your want of manufacturing and 
commercial enterprise; that the merchant and 
mechanic are not respected among you as they 
deserve; that the South is falling behind the 
North in wealth, population, and, consequently, 
power. You philosophize on the subject. You 
say the fault is not in the want of harbors. We 
agree with you. You demonstrate the healthi¬ 
ness of your climate. We admit it. You extol 
your natural advantages. We sympathize in your 
admiration. You dwell upon the native energies 
of the Southern people. W e never question them. 
With a sky, soil, coast, with water-power and min¬ 
eral resources adapted to commerce and manufac¬ 
tures, and an intelligent, energetic people, you 
cannot cease wondering that the single port of 
New York enjoys a commerce six-fold that of the 
entire South, and a single Northern State con¬ 
tains manufactories worth those of all the South¬ 
ern States put together. We tell you there is no 
cause for wonder. You have overlooked one fact 
which entirely explains the seeming mystery, and 
that fact is slavery. 

That system, in dooming the laboring masses to 
brutish ignorance and perpetual degradation, in 
withdrawing from them the motives to honorable 
effort, and exempting them from the responsibili¬ 
ties of self-support, disqualifies them for diversi¬ 
fied industry, without which there can be no accumula¬ 
tion of capital, no commerce, no manufactures. 

In degrading labor, it diminishes the number 
of producers, increases the class of mere con¬ 
sumers, encourages idleness and waste, prevents 
the multiplication of small farmers and small 
tradesmen, and, consequently, the growth of towns ) 
and in all these ways lessens the enterprise, the 
inquisitiveness, the practical tact, the mental ac¬ 
tivity, the faculty of invention, without which 
there can be neither commeroe nor manufactures. 
It enlargos the plantation, and dwarfs the city ; 
it blots out small estates, and creates vast landed 
monopolies; it resolves the population into a 
small master class, and a large servile class, grind¬ 
ing the less wealthy or poor freemen between 
them, as between an upper and nether millstone, 


emigration alone affording them relief. So con¬ 
stant, so unalterable, is the antagonism between 
slavery on one hand and manufactures and com¬ 
merce on the other, unless in peculiar eases, 
where geographical position overrules the ordi¬ 
nary laws of the social state, the growth of the 
one is always coincident with tho decline of the 
other. New Orleans is one of tho exceptions. It 
stands at the mouth of the Mississippi, the great 
national highway for the produots and the ex¬ 
changes of a large portion of the free West. 
Hence, though in a slave State, with slavery in¬ 
creasing all around it, its position compels it to 
be a great entrepot. So with St. Louis, which 
enjoys the transhipment trade of the Upper 
Mississippi, simply because Nature has made no 
site for a port or city on the opposite side of the 
river. But, even here, the operation of the law 
adverted to is manifest. Slavery is dying out in 
St. Louis, and can make little headway in New 
Orleans, notwithstanding the impulse it is con¬ 
stantly roeeiving from the prevalence of the sys¬ 
tem in the States of which they are the capitals. 

This is what we mean, when we say that sla¬ 
very is the cause of tho want of commerce in the 
South. Is this sneering, jeering, abusing, mis¬ 
representing ? Read again the paragraph quoted 
from the Review. It contains no answer to this 
reasoning. It does not even deny the assumption 
involved in it. It is a simple outburst of impa¬ 
tience, with an imputation of conduct and feel¬ 
ings to Anti-Slavery men, of whioh they are not 
guilty. 

Why do not Southern men meet the question 
with the courage they display in physical conflict ? 
They see the backwardness of the Southern 
States—the retrograde march of some of them— 
and they must know that the cause is to be found 
in a system of labor whioh is founded in violence, 
is repugnant to man’s nature, incompatible with 
modern civilization; that the South must recede 
more and more, unless it change its institutions 
so as to adapt them to Progress, and harmonize 
them with the spirit of the age. Why not say so 
frankly, fearlessly? Mere contrasts of Northern 
enterprise with Southern lack; didactic essays 
on the advantages of diversified forms of labor; 
Conventions of Southern planters or Southern 
politicians, to discuss and resolve and re-resolve, 
will accomplish nothing till the South make labor 
and land free, and free labor will soon lead to the 
breaking up of land monopolies. The' last fif¬ 
teen years have witnessed some three or four 
spasmodioal attempts in the South to force pros¬ 
perity, to counteract the necessary consequences 
of the system whioh its politicians idolize. But 
they have passed away, leaving only an increased 
sense of debility. Our Southern friends have 
done all that men oould do, in their struggles 
against the working of irrevocable laws; but 
there is but one path of permanent prosperity, 
and that lies parallel with eternal justice. 

“ Some years ago,” says De Bow’s Review, “ the 
South evinced, for a short time, the deepest inter¬ 
est in foreign oommerce; several great conventions 
were held, with the largest delegations. We had 
the ablest speeches ever delivered in the country; 
the most profound and elaborate reports; the best 
resolutions in the world. But what has become 
of all this? Have we gained the foreign trade ? 
Do we appear any nearer the desired consumma¬ 
tion? Are we working out the great end? Alas! 
little of the kind; we have almost forgotten the 
conventions. But they shall not* be forgotten. 
We will invoke, as it were, their dread ghosts, to 
stare even our hardihood out of countenanoe. We 
cannot say, 1 shake not those gory looks at ns!’ 
The guilt is ours, and, in acknowledging it, let us 
be penitent, and sin no more.” 

And, let us add— Emancipate Labor. 
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law was ever passed in Virginia, “intended to 
deprive the slave of the Bible ?” Who has made 
a question as to whether the Bible would be given 
to a slave in Charleston that could read? Why 
evade the real point ? By the laws of a great ma¬ 
jority of the slaveholding States, slaves are pro¬ 
hibited from learning to read and write, and it is 
a penal offence to teach them. This is notorious. 
Every candid, intelligent slaveholder will admit 
this. Now, what is the use of giving the Bible 
to those who cannot read"? You can plunge a 
man into total darkness by putting out his eyes, 
more easily than by putting out the sun. 

Let us be discriminating. Here, in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia, colored people may have their 
schools, and the Bible may be circulated among 
them as among other people. We do not believe 
the few slaves here generally would be forbidden 
to receive the Bible. 

We suppose it is tho same in Baltimore, and in 
many parts of Maryland. 

In Kentucky, there are no laws we believe 
against teaching slaves to read. 

In Virginia, the contrary is true, but the laws 
are not rigidly enforced, and the Bible might be 
circulated to a considerable extent among the 

But, below Tennessee and North Carolina, we 
have no reason to believe that these barbarous 
laws are not rigidly enforced. Undoubtedly the 
Bible is a sealed book to the great body of the 
slave population, for the simple reason that they 
are kept in a state of ignorance which disquali¬ 
fies them from reading its pages, or understand¬ 
ing much of it were it read to them. * 

Now, the plea uniformly put forth in justifica¬ 
tion of this compelled ignorance, is the security of 
the system of slavery. This fact, alone, in the judg¬ 
ment of every enlightened, unprejudiced mind, 
must stamp the system as all wrong, and every ar¬ 
gument in support of it, as an absurdity. 

DEBATE IN THE SENATE 

ON THE PROPOSITION OF GENERAL CASS, TO 

TAKE UP-THE BILL TO RAISE AN ADDITIONAL 

REGULAR FORCE. 

This debate took place last Thursday, and is 
important, as affording data for judging of the 
opinion of leading Senators in regard to the policy 
of furnishing supplies for the war. 

Mi-. Calhoun said the Senate was thin; the 
bill was important; many Senators had not yet 
made up their minds; what supplies should be 
granted would depend on what they might decide 
was the true policy, in the next few days. He 
would therefore oppose the motion. 

Mr. Cass urged the measure beoause the good 
of the country required it. He did not see how 
the gentleman’s proposition could affect it. It was 
the President’s intention to prosecute the war, 
with a view to an honorable peace, not the extinc¬ 
tion of the nationality of Mexico. To attempt, 
however, to prevent the American People from 
taking possession of Mexico, if they demanded it, 
would be as futile as to undertake to stop the 
rushing of the oataraot of Niagara. He himself 
would think the annihilation of the nationality of 
Moxioo, most unfortunate, but the longer the War 
was protracted, the greater the danger of that 
catastrophe. Pie would be willing to postpone the 
bill till Monday. 

Mr. Calhoun said his views extended far be¬ 
yond that. Pie was happy to hear the dis¬ 
claimer of the gentleman in regard to the con¬ 
quest of Mexico, but meu sometimes became in¬ 
volved in circumstances driving them to results 


This is the title of a report published in the 
Alabama Baptist, on the religious instruction of 
the slave population in that State. We cannot 
but rejoice that the subject is attracting more and 
more attention, but they “ still feel that this is, 
as to religion, the most neglected oiass of our 
population/? They urge attention to their reli¬ 
gious condition, because, 1st, “ They are here in 
our midst, speaking our language.” 

“ 2. They are entirely dependent upon us. If 
wo are silent, and speak not to them the words of 
life, they are lost. The whole horizon to them is 
dark, save tho single spot where Southern Chris¬ 
tians stand; and if no light oomes thence, they 
will be in darkness indeed. To them the written 
word of God is a sealed book; other religious 
books and tracts are placed out of their reach by 
laws rendered neoessary by the blind fanaticism 
of others; no missionary from another land 
comes to them, nor if he came could we permit 
him to go among them. We alone are our colored 
brethren’s keepers, and if their souls die, against 
«s will their blood call to God out of the ground. 

“ 3. They are ours, they belong to us. The re¬ 
lation existing by “ the domestic institution,” is 
analogous to that of parents and children, and 
makes them a part of our families. Like Abra¬ 
ham, then, let us order our households after us in 
the Lord’s way. They are ours, linked insepa¬ 
rably to us; our happiness, our character, our 
standing, are intimately oonneoted with their be¬ 
haviour, their improvement, their temporal and 
eternal well being. And since it is they who, in 
part, provide for us the means of sending the 
Gospel to others, is it not ‘just and equal ’ that a 
sufficient portion of that which has been obtained 
by their labor should be expended to preach to 
them the glad tidings of salvation ? 

“4. Something is practicable. Here is the 
point where many doubt. Probably the great 
reason why so little is done, is that it is thought 
that little can be done. They are, however, in 
fact, a most impressible people, and listen to the 
word with most eager attention, when preached 
to them .warmly and affectionately. This is the 
testimony of all who have tried it.” 

It is difficult for us to conceive how Christians 
can accommodate themselves so completely to a 
social system so utterly repugnant to Christian¬ 
ity. In the name of Heaven, how can they bring 
themselves to sustain a system, which cannot be 
perpetuated, without making the “ written word 
of God a sealed book,” to some hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of those whom they style their brethren? 
They are Protestants, Baptists, who write thus. 
They assert the right of Private Judgment—the 
rights of conscience. They denounce the Catholic 
church as denying to its laity the right to road 
and interpret the Bible for themselves. This de¬ 
nial they refer to, as a certain mark of the “ Man 
of Sin”—of the “ Mother of Abominations.” Do 
they believe what they Bay ? What, then, are they 
doing ? Supporting with all their might a sys¬ 
tem which makes “ the written word of God a 
sealed book,” to hundreds of thousands of human 
beings, and “places out of their reach ” other re¬ 
ligious books and tracts. 

Divines may teach, and Demagogues declaim 
as they please, that “ institution ” must be a terri¬ 
ble one which stands alone in the enforced igno¬ 
rance of its subjeots, and is perpetuated by mak¬ 
ing the Bible a sealed book to them. 

What a pertinent commentary are the forogo- 
ing extracts from the Alabama Baptist report 
upon the following editorial article from the 
Christian Observer! 

“IS THE BIBLE WITHHELD? 

“ On our last page, we insert a communication 
from ‘A Western Man,’ in which he reports a 
resolution recently adopted by the Synod of In¬ 
diana, that charges by implication some Legisla¬ 
ture, or some men, with denying the right of read¬ 
ing the Bible to the slaves. Is it right to presont 
a charge of this kind, in a resolution, endorsed by 
a Synod ? 

“ During fourteen years in Virginia, the editor 
of the Christian Observer knew of cases in which 
the slaves of Christian masters, and of gentlemen 
not members of the ehurch, wore taught to read 
the Bible. And he never knew or heard of any 
Protestant denying them this right, or of any law 
in any of the Southern States that was intended to 
deprive the slave of the Bible. For several years 
he was connected with the Bible Society of Vir¬ 
ginia, as a member of its Board of Managers, 
from whose depository Bibles were taken for dis¬ 
tribution among slaves. We copy a statement on 
this subjeot, from a Richmond jiaper: 

From the Watchman and Observer. 

“ 1 The Bible for Slaves. —In our Northern 
exehangos, there is an occasional article upon this 
subjeot, implying that there are obstacles to the 
circulation of the Bible among the slaves of the 
South ; but we vory much doubt whether, among 
those who admit the principle that ‘ the Bible is 
the rule of faith,’ a single slave owner oan be 
found, who has the slightest objection to its being 
given to as many of Ms slaves as can read it. For 
nearly twenty years we were in connection with 
i the Charleston Bible Society, as one of the Man- 


Mr. Calhoun said his views extended far be¬ 
yond that. He was happy to hear the dis¬ 
claimer of the gentleman in regard to the con¬ 
quest of Mexico, but men sometimes became in¬ 
volved in circumstances driving them to results 
they had not contemplated. 

Mr. Cass read the disclaimer from the Presi- 
dcnPitmessage, of any desire to destroy the inde¬ 
pendence of Mexico. 

Mr. Calhoun said he had examined with great 
care the views of the President, presented in his 
message, and his conclusion was, that the pol¬ 
icy recommended would lead to precisely the re¬ 
sult whioh the President said he had not contem- 

Mr. Clayton. There is not, so far as I know, 
any disposition on this side of the chamber to de¬ 
lay voting supplies for tbe army; but I hope that 
the honorable Senator from Michigan will not 
press a vote upon this bill, or any measure of this 
description, until we have had an opportunity of 
reading the Report of the Secretary of War, and 
the documents accompanying that report. 

Mr. Cass was willing that the bill should be 
postponed till Monday, but not beyond that day. 

Mr. Berrien. I desire to stand entirely un¬ 
committed upon the subjeot of yielding the sup¬ 
plies demanded by the Executive, until I have an 
opportunity to decide as to the propriety of grant¬ 
ing them. But the ground on which I place my 
opposition to the present consideration of this bill, 
is, that it proposes a great increase of force before 
we, the war-making power, have decided what 
are the objects to be accomplished; apd I see 
great force in the suggestions of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, whioh seem to liavo 
escaped the.observation of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Cass. I will merely remark, that proper 
measures for raising and organizing this force, 
must necessarily, by many months, precede its 
arrival in Mexioo. It will take a long time for 
the troops to be organized, and still longer to 
transport them to their several places of destina¬ 
tion. It is a measure whose inception it is now 
necessary to commence, with a view to have the 
troops in Mexico in proper season; and let mo 
observe to the Senator from Georgia, and the 
Senator from South Carolina, that for my soul I 
caunot perceive the difficulty which strikes them. 

Mr. Allen was iu favor of immediate action, 
and against postponement, even till Monday. 
There were two modes of opposing the Adminis¬ 
tration—by abstract propositions, and practical 
votes. He was in favor of settling the question 
in a practical way; of ascertaining whether the 
Senate was or was not in favor of voting supplies, 
of prosecuting the war vigorously. 

However rnuoh the metaphysical ingenuity of 
some minds may seek to divide this question, 
there remains but tho one—the simple question, 
cither to prosecute this war until it is ended by a 
satisfactory peace, or to abandon tho war, and 
withdraw our iroops to the left bank of the Rio 
Grande. If it be the decision of the Senate, that 
the latter policy be carried into effect, the sooner 
the better; if it be the deoision of the Senate 
that the former plan be adopted, it ought to be 
executed immediately. But hesitation, sir, waver¬ 
ing, uncertainty as to what will be the final ac¬ 
tion of Congress, is nothing but procrastinating a 
peace. 

Mr. Calhoun. It appears, now, sir, that the 
object in calling up this bill at present is not to 
pass the bill, but to get a parliamentary advan¬ 
tage—to'compel the Senate to discuss this bill 
before an opportunity is afforded for discussing 
the resolutions-whioh 1 have offered. It is a mere 
parliamentary move. The Senator shakes hia 
head. Well, sir, if we follow the advice of the 
Senator from Ohio, we shall consume just as much 
time in discussing this bill as if we were first to 
disouss the resolutions. The Senator from OMo 
talks of the necessity of proceeding to act upon 
this bill now, and tells us in the next breath that 
we are to have the whole discussion upon the sub¬ 
ject of the war upon this bill. 

Mr. Allen. The honorable Senator misrepre¬ 
sents what I said. What I said was, that we 
ought to take up tMs bill, and go on with its 
consideration at once. 

Mr. Calhoun. Exaotly. We are to go on with 
the discussion upon this bill instantly, we are 
told, both by the Senator from Ohio and the Sen¬ 
ator from Michigan, and not lot the discussion 
upon the resolutions have precedence. The Sen¬ 
ator from Ohio says, that it is a parliamentary 
advantage to have the discussion upon this bill 
previous to discussing the resolutions. Well, I 
acknowledge that it is so. I acknowledge that we 
should be tied up, in a great measure, in the dis¬ 
cussion upon the bill, and prevented from going 
so freely into all these questions regarding the 
war, as we would iu discussing the resolutions. 

Mr. Hale. I regret the necessity of saying a 
word iu relation to this matter at this time, but it 
has been my misfortune not to have read the mes¬ 
sage of the President, as have those Senators who 
have already addressed you. I suppose, sir, that 
tMs message has been drafted with some care, and 
with some reference to the rules of grammatical 
construction. If I remember aright a rule that 
is laid down by Lindley Murray, it is, that the 
perfect tense not only represents an action as 
passed and finished, but contains a direct allusion 
to the present time. What is the language of the 
President ? “ It has never been contemplated by 
me as an object of the war to make a permanent 
conquest of the Republic of Mexico, or to anni¬ 
hilate her separate existence as an independent 
nation,” It geems to mo that there is here a most 
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pregnant allusion to the present time. It appoars 
that the Administration has begun to entertain a 
different notion, and I am oonfinned in this belief 
by looking at another passage in the message, 
■where the President says: 

“ If, after affording this encouragement and 
protection, and after all the persovering and sin¬ 
cere efforts we have made, from the moment Mex¬ 
ico commenced the war, and prior to that time, to 
adjust our differences with her, we shall ultimate¬ 
ly fail, then we shall have exhausted all honora¬ 
ble means in pursuit of peace, and must continue 
to occupy her country with our troops, taking the 
full measure of indemnity into our own hands, and 
must enforce the terms which our honor de¬ 
mands.” 

He does not tell us how muoh it will take to 
Jill his hands or satisfy his honor, but he tells us 
that we have possession of New Mexico and Cal¬ 
ifornia now, but he fails to inform us how much 
more territory will be a satisfaction for the fur¬ 
ther and igoro vigorous prosecution of the war 
whioli he recommends. And I am the more de¬ 
sirous of saying a word at this time by reason of 
the intimation which has been thrown out, that 
there are some who are opposed to the war, and 
prefer manifesting that opposition on an abstract 
resolution; and who yet will not take the respon¬ 
sibility of opposing the measures which the Pres- 
sident recommends. Sir, I do not know but that 
my ideas may be peouliar upon this subject, but 1 
believe that the war was commenced in falsehood, 
and prosecuted in injustice, and that the institu¬ 
tions of the United States are in more danger at 
this moment of annihilation, than those of Mexi¬ 
co ; and 1 have no sympathy with those gentlemen 
who tell us that this measure has no connection 
with the origin of the war; I think it has every¬ 
thing to do with it, and I would like to see gen¬ 
tlemen who think otherwise solve this problem, 
and inform us how long it will take, in the man¬ 
ner we are going on, to arrive at the end of the 


I shall endeavor so to vote as to throw the respon¬ 
sibility upon the Executive, and to assume only 
that degree of responsibility which will attach to 
a vote under such circumstances. 

There was no further discussion. The Senate 
went into Executive session, and then adjourned. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


precedent, but with a perfect willingness that the 
decision should be reversed by the House. 

Mr. Cobbj to test the point, appealed; but the 
House sustained the decision of the Chair, by a 
vote of 91 to 85. 

On the question to lay the resolution on the 
table, the vote stood—yeas 54, nays 125. 

Mr. Schenck moved a reconsideration of -the 
vote by which the main question had been order¬ 
ed now. 

- The motion to reconsider was lost—yeas 90, 
nays 92. 

The question recurred on the resolution of Mr. 


I would that they would tell us how long must 
we persevere in a wrong cause before we shall 
come out right 7 

I would be glad if they would tell us another 
thing. I would like to hear them demonstrate to 
us how much better it is to conquer a peace than 
to keep a peace. Conquer a peace! that seems to 
be a sort of magioal phrase; and the course recom¬ 
mended to effect it reminds me of the manner of 
treating a patient pursued by an old Spanish phy¬ 
sician, who fancied that by letting blood and ad¬ 
ministering warm water he could cure all diseases. 
In proceeding with this practice, it was found that 


his patients all died; the Doctor said that the 
reason was because he did not take enough blood 
from them. He took more from his next patients, 
and they continued to die; and upon a consulta¬ 
tion ns to whether some other mode of treatment 
might not be attended with better results, he said 
he would listen to the recommendation for a 
change of treatment, if he had not written a book 
upon the subject. Well, Bir, the Pi'esident has 
written a book, and requires of us that we should 
follow it. Now, recognising no such obligation as 
that, I desire that this measure be discussed; I de¬ 
sire that this subject should be discussed fully, free¬ 
ly, and fairly, as embraced in the resolutions pro¬ 
posed by the Senator from South Carolina and 


Senate. —Several communications were receiv¬ 
ed from the Departments, in answer to resolutions 
of the Senate. * 

Petitions and memorials were presented, also 
the proceedings of a public meeting in New York, 
in relation to expediting the mails. 

Gen. Cass, from the Committeo on Military Af¬ 
fairs, reported a bill authorizing the President to 
accept, at his discretion, the services of 20,000 
volunteers, to serve three years from the time of 
arrival at their rendezvous, unless sooner dis¬ 
charged, or unless peace be made, when they shall 
be discharged six months thereafter ; the Presi¬ 
dent being authorized to receive additional com¬ 
panies, when regiments are reduced. 

The same committee reported a bill to provide 
olothing for volunteers. 

On leave, Mr. Ashley introduced a bill to pro¬ 
vide apermanent pre-emption Bystem in favor of 
actual settlers on lands of the United States. 

The bill to provide for the purchase of the Mad¬ 
ison papers, by an appropriation of $25,000, was 
called up by Mr. Crittenden. 

Mr. Hale understood that the Senator from 
ConuM|icut wished to debate the bill, but he was 
now absent on necessary business. He would move 
its postponement till Monday. 

Mr. Crittenden resisted the motion, and hoped 
the Senate would at once dispose of the bill. 

Mr. Hale persisted in his motion. He was op¬ 
posed to all such billSj as their tendency was to 
introduce a kind of civil pension list. 

A brief debate aroso, in which Messrs. Critten¬ 
den, Berrien, and Badger, warmly urged the pas¬ 
sage of the bill; and the motion was finally rc- 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; but Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, 
insisting.upon delay, further action was postpon¬ 
ed till to-morrow. 

A message was received from the House, an¬ 
nouncing the death of E. Bradley, Representative 
from Miohigan; and the Senate, after passing the 
customary resolutions, adjourned. 

House. —Nothing was done in the House, in 
consequence of the death of Mr. Bradley. 


Yeas —Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Ashmun, Belcher, Blanchard, Botts, Boyden, Bra¬ 
dy, Buckner, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crow¬ 
ell, Dickey, Dixon, Nathan Evans, Fisher, Gid- 
dings, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Henry, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Mc- 
IIvain*, Marsh, Marvin, Julius Rockwell, Root, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Strohm, Richard W. Thompson, Tuck, Vinton, 
Warren, Wilson—41. 

Nays— Messrs-Green Adams, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, 
Black, Bowden, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Cathcart, 
Chase, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Crozier, 
Cummins, Daniel Dickinson, Donnell, Duer, Gar¬ 
nett Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alexander 
Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, 
Fries, French, Fulton, Gentry, Goggin, Green, 
Willard P. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, 
Moses Hampton, Harmanson, Plarris, Haskell, 
Henley, Hill, Hilliard. Isaac E. Holmes, George 
S. Houston, John W. Houston, Inge, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jamieson, 
Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James II. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, 
Lahm, La Sere, Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lin- 


tested again and again against the incorporation 
of such a people with us. 

The consequences of the policy of conquest 
were clearly and forcibly traced. He showed how 
the States would be merged in the Union, and the 
Legislative in the Executive power. 

He then appealed to the Democratic Senators- 
This war was causing a total reverse of Demo¬ 
cratic policy in all our internal concerns. He 
showed how they were becoming the promo¬ 
ters of a Paper Currency, Public Debt, Exec¬ 
utive Patronage, Protection, &c. 

After the close of his speech, the Senate trans¬ 
acted other unimportant business, and adjourned. 

House. —Petitions and resolutions were pre¬ 
sented. Some discussion took place on the refer¬ 
ence of the President’s Message. 

Mr. Giddings moved the reference of so much 
as related to the Amistad case to a Select Com¬ 
mittee, and made a few remarks calculated to di¬ 
rect public attention to the flagrant character of 
the demand of the Spanish Government. 


The boat took fire immediately after the explo- free colored field hands and house : 
sion, and was burnt to the water’s edge. This non-slaveholding citizens will r 
added to the horrors of the scene, and prevented be expelled for the benefit of a 


DOMESTIC MARKETS. 


many from being saved, who otherwise would ba 1 
been resoued from the wreck by boats and varioi 
crafts which went to their assistance. 


■wise would have est. viiich seeks to increase the value of slave 
;oats and various labor by the removal of the competition of free 
nee. labor. For this is the secret spring of this move¬ 

ment of ruthless oppression. 

EM'lov. The retiring Governor has shown good sense 

in treating the resolutions of Northern Legisla¬ 
tures, with respect to slavery, very differently 
Massachusetts to be from the Governors of South Carolina and Vir- 
ler is flying, bearing giuia. He has respectfully referred oertain reso¬ 
und Kmo, Massa- lutions of the Connecticut Legislature, relative to 
port. To do this, we the War and the Proviso, to our own legislators, 
izod. We must hold although taking oeoasion to dissent from t he views 
nents. We are^flrst set forth therein, while assuming decided ground 


temper when treating of the course of tho author¬ 
ities of Pennsylvania with reference to fugitive 
slaves, and the determination of her citizen on 
the subject, although the Governor of Pennsylva¬ 
nia would not recognise flight from slavery as a 


mall sail) of City Mills flour at $0.12,' which 

jetton reported to ns to-day.^ 

Good to prime red wheat at $1.30 a $1,35: 
40; family flonrwhite, $ 1.40 a$ 1.-15. White 


SUPREME COURT. 


December 29.—No, 11. New Jersey Steam Nav¬ 
igation Company, appellant, vs. Merchants’ Bank 
of Boston. 

The argument of this cause was continued by 
Mr. Ames for the appellant. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 11 o’clock 

December 30.—No. 12. The United States, plain¬ 
tiffs, vs. Beverly Daniel’s Executors, on a certifi- 


Deoember 30. 

i-E.—Mr. Webster presented the petltioi 


the Senator from New York, and that those of the 
Senator from South Carolina should take prece¬ 
dence of those offered by the Senator from New 
York, for the resolutions of tho Senator from 
South Carolina relate to the question how muoh 
territory we shall rob Mexico of; and the Sena¬ 


tor from New York, tells us how to take care of 
the spoils after we have got them. I therefore 
think that the resolutions of the Senator from 
South Carolina should take precedence of those 
of the Senator from New York; and that they 
should both take precedence of this bill. I desire 
that the question should be presented in such a 
manner that tbe whole country may understand 
it; «und, sir, it is all involved in this ten regiment 
bill. It seems to me, the question presented by 
this bill will determine the whole matter. If we 
are lojjq on and follow the course pointed out by 
tho President, and give him ten regiments of reg¬ 
ulars and twenty of volunteers in addition, then, 
of course, this bill is to be passed. 

But if, as I believe, the war was commenced in 
error, here is the place to stop; and, with my 
consent, the first dollar shall not go from the 
National Treasury, until the President informs 
us how much he supposes will be required to bring 
the army home by tbe shortest and cheapest route. 
For this purpose he shall have money; but not 
with my vote for continuing the war with an in¬ 
definite purpose. I think it is time that the coun¬ 
try should understand what we are aiming at, 
and I think that the belief of a great majority of 
the people already is, that tho war was not only j 


of the Amerioan Peace Society, asking that the 
war may be brought to a close. 

The Vice President appointed Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi to fill the vacancy in the Smith¬ 
sonian Institution, occasioned by the resignation 
of Gen. Cass. 

A resolution introduced by Mr. Mangurn, to 
provide two seats for the Senate reporters, on the 
floor of the Senate, was laid over under the rule. 

Messrs. Bradbury, Cameron, and Greene, were 
appointed, on the part of the Senate, members of 
the Joint Committee on Printing, according to 
the provisions of the joint resolution relating to 
the printing of the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. R. Johnson’s resolution calling upon the 
President for statistics concerning the various 
forces engaged in the service of the United States 
since May, 1846, was adopted. 

Gen. Cass moved to take up the bill to raise, for 
a limited time, an additional number of troops, &c. 

A debate of considerable interest arose, in 
which Messrs. Calhoun, Cass, Clayton, Berrien, 
Hale, Allen, and Mangum, participated. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and the vote stood—yeas 19, nays 19—a tie. The 
Vice President gave tho casting vote in the affitm- 
ative, and the bill was taken up in Committee of 


Lahm, La Sere, Lawrence, Lefiler, Ligon, Lin¬ 
coln, Lumpkin, McClelland, McClernand, Mc¬ 
Dowell, McLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, 
Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nes, Peaalee, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, Putnam, Rbett, Reyn¬ 
olds, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, R-ockhill, 
John A. Rockwell, St. John, Sawyer, Shepperd, 
Sherrill, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew Stew¬ 
art, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Silvester, Thibo¬ 
deaux, Taylor, Thomas, Tompkins, James Thomp¬ 
son. Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Wil¬ 
liam Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Turner, Van 
Dyke, V enable, Wick, Williams, W oodward—137 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll introduced a resolution, 
asking information from the President, whether 
any official notice had been taken by the Govern¬ 
ment or its Minister in England, by correspond¬ 
ence or otherwise, of the threatening and offen¬ 
sive terms used by the British Minister for For¬ 
eign Affairs, in his place in the House of Com¬ 
mons, concerning what he styled the want of pub¬ 
lic faith in the United States, punishable by 
Great Britain. It was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. Dickey introduced a resolution (prefaced 
by a very long preamble) for the appointment of 
a joint committee of five members from the House, 
and five from the Senate, to confer with the Pres¬ 
ident upon the best means of terminating the war 
with Mexico. It was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. Hampton, of Pennsylvania, moved a reso¬ 
lution in favor of the plan of terminating our dif¬ 
ficulties with Mexico, by giving its States and 
Territories the privilege of free, voluntary annex¬ 
ation to the United States. It was laid over un¬ 
der the rule. 

Mr. Houston, of Delaware, moved a series of 
resolutions of thanks to General Taylor, for his 
military services. They were read the first time 
by their title, and, no objection being made, a 


cate of division in opinion between tke Judges of 
the Circuit Court of the United States for North 
Carolina. Mr. Justice McLean delivered the 
opinion of the Court in this cause, that the action 
in the form prosecuted will not lie. 

No. 11. The New Jersey Steam Navigation 
Company .appellants, vs. The Merchants' Bank of 
Boston. The argument of this cause was contin¬ 
ued by Mr. Ames for tbe appellant. 

Adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

December 31.—No. 11. The New Jersey Steam 
Navigation Company, appellant, vs. the Mer-, 
chants’ Bank of Boston. The argument of this 
cause was continued by Mr. R. W. Greene, for 
the appellee. 

Adjourned till Monday at 11 o’clock. 

January 3, 1848.—No. 11. The New Jersey 
Steam Navigation Company, appellants, vs. The 
Merchants’ Bank of Boston. The argument of 
this cause was continued by Messrs. Greene and 
Webster for the appellees. 

Adjourned until to-i^rrow at 11 o’clock, A. M. 


prepare for a great, accession to our ranks, by showing our- markable ih view of the foot, that he lias been a, 
selves to be Ann, magnanimous, and energetic. personal loser by fugitism! (There is now pend- 

For this purpose, the State Central Committee have re- ing, before Prince George’s county court, the trial 
solved to call our onstomary annual Mass Convention at of a free colored man, charged with aiding the 
Fanuetl Hall, on Wednesday, the 26th of January, at 10 escape of one of his female slaves.) Fie does not, 
o’clock, A. M. however, despair of obtaining redress, but recom- 

We have reason to hope that the Hon. John P. Hale will be mends that “an appeal to our sister State of 
at home about that time, and will bo present and address the Pennsylvania, be made, in a spirit of frankness 
Convention on that day. and friendly expostulation.” 

For the Committee: The spirit of free inquiry, to which I have fre- 

CALEB SWAN, Chairman. quently referred as a cheering indication, is still 
Easton, December 12,1847. doing its good office in our city. The question 

_ '' _ of the probability of the dissolution of the Union 

has been before the Murray Institute, for the 
CORRESPONDENCE OF THE ERA. second time, and will come up again onWednos- 
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Mr. Jameison moved their commitment to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. This motion 
was withdrawn by its mover, and renewed by Mr. 


Before any progress was made ; the Senate con- 
cluded.to go into Exeoutive session, and then ad¬ 
journed ovor till Monday. 

House. —The States were called for petitions, 


Mr. Evans intimated a desire to offer, as an 
amendment, a resolution, approving specially the 
capitulation of Monterey. 

Mr. Houston, to get rid of difficulty, moved the 
previous question on his resolution, but it was 


a crime, but a blunder; and it is this which calls 
attention to it moro forcibly than ifit had remain¬ 
ed simply a crime—-an unfortunate one, certainly, 
when viewed in the best light. And I am willing, 
that if the expression of this view should bring 
ever so much opprobrium, that it should come 
now. It seems to me that those who view the pol¬ 
icy of the Administration as a miserable one 


should boldly and distinctly say so, and vote ac¬ 
cordingly. Let us not be guilty of the miserable 
inconsistency of saying that this war is an error, 
and of still voting supplies to enable the Presi¬ 
dent to carry it on. Let Congress, on whom the 
responsibility rests, and to whom the country will 
look in this matter, take the war into their own 
hands, and declare distinctly and unequivocally 
to the country what they intend, and what they 
desire. 

I do Hot know that there is a single member on 
this floor who sympathizes with me in the view 
which I take; but I believo that this war marks 
the age as barbarous, and that we are vastly 
more in danger of bringing ruin and destruction 
upon our own institutions, than those of the coun¬ 
try with which we are at war. 1 want the ques¬ 
tion presented boldly—not by way of problem or 
mero abstraction. For one, my mind is made up; 
not the first dollar shall the President take, by 
my vote, for either regular or volunteer force, 
until he comes forward and informs the oountry 
how much ho does want in order to secure an 
honorable poaoe, and tho mode in whioh he pro¬ 
poses to effect so desirablo a result. The other 
day the honorable Senator from Michigan told us 
that every man, woman, and child, in the country, 
knew what we wanted. 1 confess I heard this, as¬ 
sertion with some astonishment; for if it be true, 
I could not class myself with either man, woman, 
or child—for I confess I did not know. Nor was 
I in tho least enlightened when the honorable 
Senator added that it was indemnity and satisfae- 


Mr. Tuck presented several Anti-Slavery peti¬ 
tions; the-first of which was referred to the Com¬ 
mittee on the Judiciary. One prayed Congress 
to appropriate the proceeds of the public lands to 
the extinction of slavery. 

Mr. Tuck moved its reference to the same com¬ 
mittee; but 

Mr. Gayle moved that it lie upon the table. 

Mr. Brodhead asked Mr. Gayle to withdraw his 
motion; but, the request being refused, the ques¬ 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and the petition 
was laid upon the table—yeas 86, nays 70. 

Mr. Gayle moved to reoonsider the motion by 
whioh the first petition presented by Mr. Tuok 
had been referred to the Committee on the Judi¬ 
ciary ; but the motion was informally laid over. 

Mr. Tuck then presented another petition from 
inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
adopt such measures as will abolish slavery 
throughout the United States; and he moved its 
reference to the Judiciary Committee; it was laid 
upon the table. 

A resolution introduced by Mr. Stephens was 
agreed to, instructing the Committee on Printing 
to inquire when copies of the President’s message 
would be printed and laid upon the desks of mem¬ 
bers, and whether any action of the House could 

facilitate the rmhlie m-intino- 


Mr. Flenley moved to amend, by adding an in¬ 
struction to the committee, to add the words, “ en¬ 
gaged as they were in defending the rights and 
honor of the nation.” 

Mr. Ashmun moved to amend the amendment 
by adding the words, “ in a war unnecessarily and 
unconstitutionally begun by the President of the 
United States.” 

This amendment was carried by a vote of 85 
to 81; and the amendment, as amended, was then 
read, amidst great merriment.—“ engaged as they 
were in defending the rights and honor of the 


Gen. Patterson, with his large train, has enter¬ 
ed the city of Mexico. 

The Mexican Congress, on the 6th ult., had a 
quorum. A rumor was abroad, that Commission¬ 
ers were to be despatched to Havana, to treat for 
peace with the United States. 

Capt. James Smith, of the 2d infantry, died at 
Encero on the 4th ult. 

The Nero Iris states that the Mexican Govern¬ 
ment had called Canalzio, Aleosta, and Lombar- 
dini, for the purpose of giving them a commission 

Lieut. Whipple, some months since a captive 
among the Mexicans, is now at Puebla, acting as 
adjutant to Gen. Lane. 

Col. Hughes has been appointed civil and mili¬ 
tary Governor of Jalapa. 

Senor Rosa, Minister of Justice and Ecclesias¬ 
tical Affairs, had published a deoree protesting 
against the sale of church property, except for the 
benefit of the Mexican Government and the 
church. 

Senor Smith, civil and military Governor of 
Mexico, thereupon issued his decree, as follows: 
“ Office of the Civil and Military Governor, 
National Palace , Mexico, Dec. 10, 1847. 

“ 1. Any decree of the Mexican General Gov¬ 
ernment affecting or modifying the political 
rights of those living in the territory occupied by 
the Amerioan army is null, and any attempt to 
promulgate such decree as effective, or to enforce 
it without the consent and approbation of the 
American authorities, will be considered and pun¬ 
ished as a direct opposition to them. 

“ 2. The people of the city of Mexico have the 
right to make their municipal elections without 
any interruption. 

“ Persifer F. Smith, Brevet Brig. Gen. 

and Civil and Military Governor. 

“ By the Governor: 

“ R. P. Hammond, Secretary.' 1 ' 1 


Reflections on the New Year—An Appropriate Ser¬ 
mon by Bev. G. W. Burnap—This Gentleman’s 
Church, and his Position—The Unitarians and the 
War—Proceedings of the Legislature of Mary¬ 
land — Gov. Pratt’s Message—Its Recommenda¬ 
tions and its Tone—Pennsylvania and Maryland 
Fugitive Slaves — Mr. Clagett again in tke Field — 
Tke Tobacco Warehouses Threatened—Jealousy 
of Ohio Tobacco Culture—Free vs. Slave Produce — 
Petition for the Expulsion of the Free Blacks — 
Progress of the Spirit of Discussion in Baltimore. 

Baltimore, January 3, 1848. 

To the Editor of the National Era : 

Well, we have entered upon a New Year, and 
the minds of all are naturally ocoupied with re¬ 
trospections and anticipations, hopes and fears. 
It is well that it is so. It is profitable to look back 
on the past year, and ask ourselves, What have I 


day evening. The discussion, thus far, has been 
neither so able nor so thorough and candid as 
desirable, yet it will do good. 

Ser- The question started in the prayor of certain 
nan’s of your oitizens for the prohibition of the slave 
d the tra ^ e at t ^ ie Nation’s Capital, will be opened be- 


thc Pbilomathean Institute, on to-morrow 
ling. A hearty and protracted debate may 
nticipated. I will report the result in a fu- 
letter. J. E. S. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 29, 1847. 

Dr. Bailey : If you aro not overrun with cor¬ 
respondents, I can furnish you with an occasional 
letter from Philadelphia. The matter of latest 
interest to the friends of freedom here, is the ter¬ 
mination (for the present at least) of the slave case 
of Samuel Smith alias James Williams. Fie was 
arrested by a claimant from Maryland named 
Roth, and taken before Judge Kane, of the United 
States District Court. The history of the case is 
briefly this : 

On Monday evening, the 20th instant, he was 
decoyed near to the office of Alderman Brazer, 


done for humanity 1 Have I lived for any deli- decoyed near to the office of Alderman Brazer, Congress. Address L. P. NOBLE, 

nite end 7 Ffave I achieved any good purpose? North Fifth street, arrested and taken to the Publisher of the National £ra, Washington, D. C. 

. . . offioe of the Alderman, on a Charge madubv Roth.- 

Is the world any better for my presence? And ofhaving sto]en ft coat from him in Ceil county, TUST PUBLISHED—Causes of National Solicitude: A 
it is still more profitable to look forward, and re- Maryland. Without being confronted by a wit- " sermoupreacUed in the 13th Presbyterian Church, New 
solve upon some definite and fixed course of life; ness, the Alderman immediately held him to bail, lamueiD teen^oured^nd 

to redeem the Past, if we are conscious of having sum of $300, for a further hearing. In de- can be purchased only of the subscriber. Price 12 12 cents. 

, fault of bail, he was committed to prison. The Also, A Discourse delivered at the Plymouth Church, 

wasted it m idleness, or employed it for sinful pur- n0xt mnrnin ^ he wa(j tal{en out on and taken Brooklyn Now York, on Ibanksgiving W the 25th of 

poses; to lead a life of activity in some useful before Judge Kane, charged with being a fugitive some covered pamphlet ot^agcsooL^wbkfh should h^ve 
sphere, instead of suffering the powers with from slavery; and, on application of G. W. Bar- a place in the library of eviry Auti-Slavery man. Price 121-2 
which we have been endowed to rust out, and ton, Esq, counsel for the claimant, the further SSkSS’&SrtSrt 

thus to lose their natural spring and capacity 1 —._ L__ wii /lAM HARNED. 

Yesterday being the first Sunday of the New from Maryland, that he was his P slave. He was BmT 1telets, D ofnc‘S y ‘ at L “ W ’ " rlVWu 
Year, our clergymen, of course, all adapted their then committed by the United States marshal to JAMES BIRNEY, Notary Vublio and Commissioner to 
discourses to the occasion. Having become aware the debtor’s apartment of the county prison. It 

but the other day that Rev. George W. Burnap, to^recefvT^tog^tive W J»n"f- f l f noia ’^ enncBsee >^ ew Yur): > ana Arkansas. 


B IRNEY * SHIELI 
and Court streets, 
JAMES BIRNEY, . 
take acknowledgments ( 


so celebrated for his lectures on the “ Sphere and Commonwealth, Thomas Earle and Charles Gib- 
Duties of Woman,” (a book whioh has, by the by, bons ; Esqs, as counsel for the alleged fugitive, 
enjoyed a very wide Christmas sale,) was preach- applied to Judge Kelley, of the Court of Common 
ing in the new hall at the corner of Calvert and Pleas and obtained from him a writ of habeaucor- 
“ , , , . ...... directed to the jailer, commanding him to 

Saratoga streets, I concluded to hear his New £ pi J, g the bo(Iy of the fugitiv0 before the court . 
Year’s sermon. I have no cause to regret my Pending the hearing of this writ bofore Judge 
choice. To say nothing of the great improvement Kelley, Judge Kane, of the District Court, sent 
in the sound of the preacher’s voice, whioh was so j® order to the jailer to deliver him to the United 


an order to the jailer to deliver him to the United -|vrEW BOOKS, at the Anti 
,, . , , , .. States marshal. This the jailer complied with, I’ street. New Ywk. 

execrable at the church, the discourse was, oer- aml made return to j udg0 Kelley, that he was no SifeofBespaminLwtdy— 3i6 pages, i2mo; bound in mus- 

tainly, ono of rare excellence. Its aim was to longer in his custody. of” 

show that Christianity is practioal, not theoreti- At first it was supposed' that there was a con- including his journeys to Texas and Mexico, and a notice of 

cal; that it should be an' every day matter, not a pages-a oompila- 

mere Sunday habit; that the man or woman who 9°?^ “ d T ® ut > ° n b ^9, ’ Hon from the writings of Hon.William Joy, Hon. J. K. Bid- 


Catalogues and circulars, containing, together with a list of 
the pupils and their residences, a statement of the character, 
plan, and object of the school, may be obtained by addressing 
the Principal, at Amherst, Mass. Sept. 16.—-8t 


EW BOOKS, at the Anti-Slavery Depository, 22 Spruce 

Life of Benjamin Lundy —316 pages, 12mo; bound in mus- 
lin^wita a portrait b^Warner, and a beautiful colored map 


fled from the duties of the “ world,” so called, in ° , 
dread of its temptations, thereby gave proof of a ..' 
want of religion, because they virtually acknow- , , 

ledged that they were not prepared for the truest k'JaT 
test of their piety! It was plainly shown that 1 u 
the whole of life is religion, if wisely lived; and the 


gun by the President of the United States.” 

Mr. Cobb said that the issue thus presented was 
so remarkable, that he must disouss it. The sub¬ 
ject, therefore, went over. 

After some other unimportant business, the 
House adjourned. 


Senate. —After the ordinary routine of busi- 


facilitate the public printing. 

Mr. Goggin, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
concerning the transportation of the mail from 
Washington south. 

This gave rise to a long debate. 

The resolutions authorized the Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral to put back the mail upon the old route, &c. 

Mr. Goggin took oceasic* to say that he should 
not support the resolution. He preferred the well- 
founded resolution of his oolleague, (Mr. Botts.) 
Ho was opposed to the present arrangements of 
the Postmaster General, and in favor of yielding 
(as we inferred) to the demands of the Railroad 
Company. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, moved to lay the 
whole subject upon the table. 

Pending this motion, the Flouse, on motion of 
Mr. Schenck, adjourned till Monday. 


Mr. Cass. I beg the honorable Senator’s par¬ 
don ; that was not my expression; indemnity and 
security were the words I used. 

Mr. Hale. Well, I have not got any light 


Mr. Cass. That is not my fault. 

Mr. FIale. No, sir, it is owing to my opacity, 
probably; but, waiving for the present the discus¬ 
sion, whether it is owing to the inability of the 
honorable Senator to impart, or of myself to re¬ 
ceive light, and proceed. 

Indemnity and security. Indemnity for what? 
Security for what ? Here endeth the first lesson. 
We do not know, wo are as much in the dark as 
ever. I do not intend at this time to do more 
than to make these general remarks. On some 
future occasion I propose, not with the hope of in¬ 


fluencing the action of tiie Senate, but to place 
myself aright before those who have sent me here, 
to express my views more fully in regard to the 
war. And permit mo to say here, that I think 
the origin of the war lies a little deeper than any 
of the causes whioh have been assigned by those 
who have spoken upon the subject. I believe the 
origin of the war lies in the avowed object of the 
Amerioan Government to perpetuate the institu¬ 
tion of Amerioan slavery. That I believe to be 
the true design and purpose of this war; and if it 
had not been for that cause we never should have 
had it. Believing this to be the fact, and that any 
exposition of tho origin and cause of this wav, 
which stops short of that, stops short of the 
truth, I shall endeavor on somo subsequent oc¬ 
casion, with the indulgence of the Senate, to sat¬ 
isfy the oountry, by reference to the official docu¬ 
ments, that such is the origin and purpose of the 
war, and to indicate my own views of the true pol¬ 
icy to be pursued in reference thereto. 

The question was then taken on tho motion of 
Mr. Cass to take up the bill, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

Yeas —Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather¬ 
ton, Bagby, Bradbury, Breese, Cass, Davis of 
Miss., Dickinson, Dix, Douglass, Fetch, Foote, 
Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney, Westoott—19. 

Nays —Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, 
Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crit¬ 
tenden, Greene, Hale, Johnson, of Md., JohnBon, 
of La., Mangum, Phelps, Underwood, Upham, 
Yulee—19. 

The Senate being equally divided, the Vice 
President gave the easting vote in tbe affirmative. 
The fill having been read a second time, 

Mr. Mangum said: I hope that this bill will be 
allowed to be passed over for the present. I very 
much desire that it should not now he taken up, 
and, above all, that, ihe final action upon it should 
not be had until all the great questions touching 
the policy 1 of the Government in rogard to the 
Mexican war have been discussed, aud the sense 
of this body in relation to them clearly ascertain¬ 
ed. For if we are called upon to act now, we 
must act affirmatively, for I suppose there is no 
one who will not be disposed to grant what may 
be deemed necessary. It will then amount to an 
affirmative of the necessity for still further prose¬ 
cuting' this war, the end of which no man can 
foresee. For myself, sir, in case I am driven to a 
‘ -ure of this kind, before I have 


Senate. —After the presentation of various pe¬ 
titions, and introduction of several reports, 

Mr. Benton submitted resolutions to authorize 
the printing, for the use of the Senate, and for 
the use of Dr. Wiglizenus, copies of the tour of 
that gentleman through the northern parts of 
Mexico, as physician to Col. Doniphan’s column. 

They were ordered to be printed. 

The resolution of Mr. Mangum, to provide seats 
on tbe floor of tho Senate for its Reporter, was 
roferred to a committee of three. 

Mr. Westoott was in favor of the resolution, 
with an amendment, that the Senate should have 
power to turn out the fellows, if they did not be¬ 
have themselves, without being therofor charged 
with violating tho liberty of the press. 

The bill to provide clothing for the volunteers 
in the service of the United States was passed. 

The Ten Regiment Bill was taken up, and Mr. 
Cass addressed the Senate at length in favor of it; 
after whioh, it was postponed till Wednesday, at 
one o’clook, and made the special order for that 


A short time was spent in Executive session, 
and the Senate adjourned. 

House.— The resolution in regard to the trans¬ 
portation of the Southern mail was made the spe¬ 
cial ordor of the day for to-morrow, in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of au¬ 
thorizing the Secretary of War to employ an ad¬ 
ditional number of clerks in the Pension Offioe. 

The Committee on Elections reported a resolu¬ 
tion in relation to the oontested election in the 
6th Congressional district of New York, autho¬ 
rizing the parties to take testimony, &c,, accord¬ 
ing to the laws of that State. It was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ashmun, it was 

Besolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
be instructed to inquire into tbe expediency of 
repealing all laws which make criminal tbe trans¬ 
portation of letters and newspapers by private 


Mr. Hudson moved a resolution, instructing 
the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire in¬ 
to the expediency of withdrawing our troops to 
the east bank of t he Rio Grande, and of proposing 
to tbe Mexican Government a treaty of peace, on 
the following terms: that all demand of indem¬ 
nity for the expenses of the war be relinquished; 
that the boundary between the two countries shall 
be established at or near the desert hetweon the 
Nueecs and Rio Grande; that Mexico pay all the 
just claims of our citizens at the beginning of the 
war; and that a convention be appointed to pro¬ 
vide for the ascertainment and liquidation of these 
claims. On this resolution he demanded the pre¬ 
vious question. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to lay 
tho resolution on the table, but subsequently with¬ 
drew the motion. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put now. 

Mr. Stephens moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. Cobb raised the point of order, that it was 
in order to make this motion after the main ques¬ 
tion had been directed to be taken. 

The Speaker said, if this wore an original ques¬ 
tion, he would sustain the position of the gentle- 

in, but repeated precedents were against it. 


Mr. Calhoun rose to address the Senate upon 
his resolutions. He avowed that he occupied 
precisely the same position he did last winter- 
The views he then took, he now held. He hail op¬ 
posed the war, not only because it was unnecessary, 
might easily have been avoided, and the allega¬ 
tions made in its favor were not founded in truth; 
but from high considerations of reason and poli¬ 
cy. But after its declaration, he felt bound to 
acquiesce, and use all his influence to limit the 
evil growing out of it. 

With this view he proposed the policy of a de¬ 
fensive line. Party considerations had nothing 
to do with him. When he might have occasion 
to dissent from the policy of the President, he 
should do it with becoming decorum. When he 
urged the defensive line policy, we had in our 
possession all the territory of Mexico necessary 
for purposes of indemnity—territory unoccupied. 
That policy was the only certain mode of termi¬ 
nating the war successfully. It must have saved 
both men and money. Any other course would 
expose us to incalculable evils. The President 
took a different view. Congress, sustained him. 
The war has been waged vigorously—our arms 
everywhere triumphant—the Mexican armies an¬ 
nihilated—the city of Mexico itself in our pos¬ 
session. But what have wo gained? Have we 
conquered peace ? Has a treaty been obtained ? 
Indemnity secured? No, no. Every object is 
further off than ever. 

The reason is clear. The plan of the cam¬ 
paign was erroneous—the object mistaken—in¬ 
demnity sought in a wrong way. It was in our 
power to take it—we aimed at it by treaty, and 
failed. Our sole gain was military glory, achieved 
at an expense of forty millions of dollars, and 
thousands of lives. 

He went into a calculation to show that a de¬ 
fensive line could easily be maintained, and at 
comparatively small cost. 

Another campaign was to be provided for— 
what now shall be done ? The President recom¬ 
mends the vigorous prosecution of the war, not 
for conquest, hut for peace. He could not approve 
or support such policy. The cost of another 
oampaign would be still greater—it would reach 
sixty millions of dollars. The army would be 
raised to seventy thousand men. * Last year an 
unfortunate^amine in the Old World furnished 
a rich market for our products, and the returns 
in specie were large. Now there is a panic "in 
the money market. Specie is going abroad, and 
specie is sent to Mexico. The Treasury is drain¬ 
ed at both ends. Men may be raised; money 
cannot be had so easily. 

But, suppose the war successful—and he had 
no fears for our arms—the more successfully it was 
prosecuted, the more certainly would the objects 
avowed by the Government, be defeated, and the 
objects disavowed, be forced upon us. 

On this point, he dwelt with much forco, show¬ 
ing that the inevitable tendency of the policy 
recommended in the Message, was, to the extinc¬ 
tion of the nationality of Mexico. 

He spoke at large upon the policy of subjugat¬ 
ing Mexico, and annexing her States as provin¬ 
ces or as States. Annexation could never be vol¬ 
untary—and who could desire it 1 Ours was the 
Government of the White man. No other than 
the Caucasian race can sustain a free, republican 
Government. The Spanish South American Re¬ 
publics had failed, because they had abolished the 
relation which placed the inferior race in subjec¬ 
tion to the superior. One million of the Mexi¬ 
cans was from the old Castilian stock. One or 
two millions more were of the white race. The 


In the New Orleans Delta, of the 23d ultimo, 
we find a series of letters from “ Mustang,” then- 
excellent correspondent at Mexico, from which 
we extract the following: 

“Mexico, December 13, 1847. 

“ I informed you, in my letter of the 4th inst., 
that the Government at Querotaro were anxious 
and willing to make a peace; that if the despatches 
to Mr. Trist had been three days longer reaching 
him, a treaty would have been concluded—of this 
there is no doubt. My informant is a gentleman at 
Queretaro, who is well conversant with the move¬ 
ments and measures of the Mexican Government. 
He also informed me, as I then wrote you, that 
the Convention of Governors, which adjourned 
about the 1st instant, were unanimous in their 
views, that the only way for the Mexicaas to pre¬ 
serve their nationality, and retain any portion of 
their territory, was immediately to conclude a 
peace — ! an honorable peaceand that it was 
‘ not dishonorable in them to sell their territory;’ 
and, furthermore, that the Governors there as¬ 
sembled, and the National Government, had mu¬ 
tually pledged themselves to the support of each 
other, if they had succeeded in concluding with 
Mr. Trist a treaty of peace.. 

“ The commissioners on the part of Mexico have 
been in this city, and, I am intormed, have been 
endeavoring to arrange with Mr. Trist. Whether 
they have succeeded, no person as yet is apprized; 
but I hope, for the interests of our country, that 
he will, if he is so enabled, go home with the 
treaty in his pocket. Not only the interests of 
the country, but the interests of the world, and 
the preservation of the honor of our gallant little 
army, who labored so hard and accomplished so 
muoh, require it at his hands. One thing is certain: 
Mr. Trist did not go home with the last train, 
which left here on the 9th instant. From this, 
we might conclude that he intends having some 
understanding with the Mexicansbefore he leaves. 
I think it altogether probable he will either make 
a treaty, or take home with him the propositions 
of the Mexicans. If he makes a treaty, there is 
but little doubt of its being confirmed immedi¬ 
ately after the organization of. the Mexican Con¬ 
gress, in January.” 


necessity of commencing the New Year with defi¬ 
nite purposes was eloquently urged upon us, and 

smmon was" ^ ^‘charging him‘with the larceny of i coat, 

and therefore calculated to do good. The more as abov ® f atc , d > By permission of Judge Kane, 
wealthy members of his congregation could not 
better appropriate a few dollars of the profits of 

Mr. Barnop annouaced that the ohuroh in ^ c .‘? ive k’ m same iHm MM to *1,000, for a 

SaisSFSSsSStiSs ssaafer. 

fine sounding-board being Imong the intproA SoS‘ii'’thl*^&aSh<l 1 ' J i?2o^ 2 


d in Judge Kelley decided that Judge Kane had the 
of a t0 nniend his order of commitment, and com- 

mit him to some other place where he could be 
I lawfully kept. The writ of habeas corpus was 
tt I therefore dismissed. In the meanwhile, Alder- 
1 the mau Brazer, his constable, Roberts, an officer 
. .. named ICline, the claimant, Roth, and a colored 
man named Denby, were charged, on oath of the 
The fugitive, with a conspiracy, falsely to imprison 


for the People of the Free States, 
hism of the Mexican War. 
we give Bibles to 3.000,000of Amerioan Slaves ? 
s above, by WILLIAM H ARN ED, 


mentB. Some such appliance was sadly needed. 
As 1 have hinted, the sound was, under the old 
arrangement, positively unendurable. The rev¬ 
erend gentleman also announced that the subject 
of his first discourse in the renovated building 
would be the origin and history of Unitarianism 
in general, and of the First Independent Church 
in Baltimore in particular. My personal regard 
for the speaker, and my desire to see him make 
proper use of his very favorable position for use- 


second hearing came on before Judge Kane. Roth 
had taken great pains to procure documentary 
evidence of his claim from Maryland; but, on 
submitting it to the Court, it was objected to by 
the counsel for the slave, (with whom was now as¬ 
sociated David Paul Brown, Esq.,) as not being 
authenticated according to the laws of the United 
States. The objection was sustained, and the evi¬ 
dence ruled out. Mr. Barton, counsel for the 
claimant, then applied for a further postponement 
of tho hearing, to enable them to perfect their 
authentications! After argument, the application 
was refused, on the ground that the claimant had 
been guilty of laches, as he had had sufficient 


Whom Was now OS- tad weelcly, semi-nlonthly, and monthly periodicals, pub- 
!sq.,) as not being in nineteen of the United States, in Canada, tfreat 

i„“ TTnltoH Britain, Franco, and Holland. A special invitation is extend- 

laws ol the United ed to Mends and strangers visiting New York, to spend their 
allied, and the evi- leisure time in looking over this extensive collection of useful 


does, ohiefly to New Englanders and their descend- , , . “ 

ants.) leads me to express the hope that he will tA 
take oeoasion to indicate the anti-war and anti- 
slavery attitude so nobly assumed by his clerical ° ' 

brethren in their address to Unitarians, and offer r* b „ aK 
the accompanying petition for the withdrawal of 10 , ' 

your blood-stained army from Mexico, to his oon- - T0I f " 
gregation, for signature, as requested to do in said ® Y ® , 
address. The effect would be unquestionably , . .... ^ 

good, while the step itself, I doubt not, would be 0 ISU v 
responded to approvingly by his flock. Shall 
such an opening for clerical heroism be disregard¬ 
ed and lost ? Let it not be! L 

Our Legislature commenced its first biennial 
session on Monday, under unusually interesting '< 

circumstances. The new Governor (Philip Fran- Dr. Bail 
cis Thomas) will be inaugurated to-day. Of course, ed in your 
there will be a “ rush” to greet him. He will, no to week, as 
: doubt, be surprised to discover that he has so Democrats i 
many “ friends,” such disinterested ones, too! The D. Owen, pi 
j valedictory message of his predecessor was deliv- lie deelara 


be insufficient, and the Judge ordered him to 
discharged. He is still held to testify in the 
ispiracy oase; aud whether his claimant can 
will make a fresh effort to take him, remains 


ation Nov. 11. WILLIAM HARNED, Offloe Agent. 

: had ‘C'OREISN PERIODICALS.— ~ 

oient REPUBLICATION OF 

ence THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW, 
beld THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, 


THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW, 

THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW, and 
BLACKWOOD’S EDINB’GH MAGAZINE. 

The above Periodicals are reprinted in New York, immedi¬ 
ately on their arrival by the British steamers, in a beautiful 


In my next week’s letter I will endeavor b 
give you some reflections on the “Model Artistes,’ 
who are making some stir here, and expect short 
ly to visit Washington. 


ered on last Tuesday. It is comparatively brief, 
and unusually well written—good tempered with¬ 
al, which is a rare quality in our Southern mes¬ 
sages at the present juncture. It exhibits a very 
gratifying condition of our finances under the re- 


esting South Hanover, Ia., Dec. 24, 1847. and the “Westminster’ 1 

Fran- Dr. Bailey : 1 have been exceedingly interest- of 'the” Rov^r.^Chalmi 
ourse, ed in your extracts and speculations, from week st,er, and representing 
'ill, no to week, as to the probable course of Northern movement in Scotland, 
has so Democrats on the Proviso. The letters of Mr. R. f y* •*** 

The D. Owen, published some time ago, and the pub- they afford aS that adva 
deliv- lie declarations of several other distinguished lish reader. 


by a dignity, candor, and forbearance, not often found in works 
of a party character. 

They embrace the views of the three great parties in Eng¬ 
land—Whig, Tory, and Radical. “ Blackwood” and the“Lon- 
don thiarterly’’ are^Tory^ the “Edmbur^h Review” Whig, 


lembers of the party, who opposed the Proviso 
n the first vote, lead to the hope that they, too, 
rill be found at last on the sido of Liberty, in fa- 
or of extending the area of freedom, indeed. 

The St. Lawrence Republican, in a valuable ar- 


HVTELLXGENCE FROM BRAZIL AND I 


By way of Rio Janeiro, the New York Herald 
is in possession of news from Montevideo to the 
25th October; but nothing of importance had 
transpired since previons advices. 

From Entre Rios and Corrientes, the news is 
somewhat interesting. The Corrientinian Colo¬ 
nel, Nioanor Caceres, commandant of the frontier, 
had deserted the party of Madariaga, and pre¬ 
sented himself to Urquiza, with a force of from 
"four hundred to five hundred men, and the best 
of the cavalry in the province. Madariaga, who, 
it appears, suspected this desertion, followed to¬ 
wards the frontier with the greater part of his 
army, in order to arrest Caceres, bat he arrived 
too late. Letters from Entre Rios, under date 
15th October, state that this ocourrence threw 
that province into a Btate of great excitement, and 


that all business and labor were suspended con¬ 
trasting sadly with the profound peace and uni¬ 
versal industry which so lately reigned there. 
The presence of Madariaga on the frontier, at the 
head of a respectably-sized army, determined Ur¬ 
quiza to take a hostile attitude. Within forty- 
eight hours, the whole province was under arms, 
and the Governor, at the head of his troops, was 
on the move towards the frontier. It is probable 
that the next arrival from La Plata will bring ns 
news of the invasion of the province of Corrientek 
From Buenos Ayres there is nothing new. The 
French, at the last accounts, kept up the block¬ 
ade of that port. 


TERRIBLE STEAMBOAT EXPLOSION AND 


Cincinnati, Dec. 30, 1847—1 P. M. 

An accident occurred on the river yesterday, of 
the most melancholy character, and whioh has 
thrown a deep gloom over the community. The 
steamer A. N. Johnson, on her trip from Cincin¬ 
nati to Wheeling, and when near May sville, burst 
her boiler, completely destroying the boat, and 
creating a terrifie loss of life. There were one 
hundred and sixty passengers on board, of whom 
seventy were instantly killed, and thirty so badly 
scalded and otherwise injured, that it is feared 
they cannot survive. We have not been able, as 
yet, to procure a full list of the sufferers, but no¬ 


tice, among others, the names of Messrs. Wheat 
and Pillson,_ of Baltimore, as among the scalded. 
Mr. Fairchild, clerk of the steamboat, Lyles, r 


sumption movement, and urges the necessity of tide, copied by you, refers to the suooess of the For Blackwood ana tae^ tom Reviews 1000 do’ 
continued exertions to sustain the faith of the Democrats in the last election as being exactly CLUBBING 

State. The great importance of the extension of proportioned to the Zealand distinctness with Four oopies of all or any ofthe above works will lie sent to 
our railroad to the Ohio is insisted on, and an ex- which they urged the principles of the Proviso, one addrons, on payment of too regular subscription for ttaee, 
hortation is given not to let the golden opportu- Among other instances, is that of one member tae&i^h^^boinggrata. , 

nity to secure a right of way through one of the from Indiana, who voted against it, and who was oatieswitliout expense to the publisher" The former way !!i- 
intervening sister States be lost forever. re-eleoted by a majority of only 42 votes. The ways be done through a postmaster, by Landing him the 

His Excellency appears to have a just regard Hon. T. J. Henley is the member from Indiana forwarding the 

for the prosperity of Baltimore, and to be aetuat- here alluded to, and the facts with regard to his »,»stpahq direoted’ to the publishers . y enolose “ 111 
ed by none of those petty jealousies exhibited so re-election are even muoh more encouraging than N. b! The postage on all these Periodio'als is reduced by 
fiercely by certain individuals identified with the they are given in the article quoted. Mr. Hen- tho ,V‘ tc post-office law to about one-third the former rates, 
special interests of the section from which he ley’s majority ovor his opponent in 1845 was about “^Jers” lmportant SOTmg in the ex PeMe to mail sub- 
came. He is a Prince George’s man, and yet his 900 votes; I think more than that. In 1847, so In most of the large Cities and Towns lying on. the prince- 
message was searoely dry before a representative unpopular was his vote against the Proviso, that vai railroad and steamboat routes in the United states, these 
from the same county (Thomas W. Clagett, of his majority was reduced, as stated, to 42. But V'rwdwaU w,ll postage' 

liberty-of-the-press-denouncing memory) asked this is not all. So conscious was Mr. Henley of Jan. 7.—6m 112 Fulton street, New York. 

leave to bring in a bill to sell the State tobacco the light in which the matter was viewed, that, in mar n m v KA-rmuiUiimia, . .. . — 

warehouses in this city, and to require the inspections canvassing, he placed his defence entirely on the JL of Washington, every day, at threVo’clook 6 !.'M th Sum 
to be made in the tobacco-growing region ! The sub- ground assumed by Mr. Owen, and declared, most days excepted, and served to subscribers in the city, at tbe 
jeot was referred to a special committee. If its emphatically and unequivocally, in my hearing, Navy Yard, in Georgetown, in Alexandria, and in (jaltimore, 
report should speak as candidly as oertain wri- and. after being questioned by me, that he was in tothiTsoleagentfof ^th^WtCE 1 S™ 4 GiSrest^Esu F 
tors of Charles and Prince George’s, a picture of favor of the Proviso, and had always been in favor order. It is also mailed to any part of the United States for 
the regregressive condition of said region will be of it; that he had no doubt it would be brought |-i per annum, or $2 for six mouths, payable in advance, 
presented gloomy enough, and one whioh will up again and passed, and that ht-intended to vote oJ^ft^Ses for 76 rants thre 8S f i ” Sel f <;<4 4 >I | 1C ti " t/ 0 
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of admitting a particular State into the Union, 
Congress 'would not have the consolation of the 
silk-wonn, that, although it might die, it would 
still leave behind it a generation again to do the 
work which it could do no longer. Its power is 
rather to be compared to the ocean which bore 
our, benefactions to the suffering poor in Ireland, 
and is not at all disabled to bear them again on 
her bosom, whenever their wants and our ability 
may tell us the time has come to do so. 

But is not the grant to Congress over the Ter¬ 
ritories absolute! Is it rn any way divided? 
Have “ the people ” any fraction of it, or can 
they resume it, in the absence of those measures 
which they themselves have appointed in the Con- 


not Congress, for any reason that may be suffi¬ 
cient to them, the power to keep our Territories 
always os Territories 1 They have, and no one, 
as the case now stands, can interfere with them. 
The whole subject of admission, or non-admis¬ 
sion, as is well said by the Era, id left to their 
discretion. If Congress choose not again for the 
next twenty years to exercise their absolute pow¬ 
er of making a State, and admitting it into the 
Union—for Congress, and not a presented State 
Constitution, does both—can they not do so? Are 
the magnificent proportions of the sun less, whilst 
it is behind the moon in eclipse, or concealod 
from our vision by a temporary cloud of the 
earth? 

Let us suppose that a Constitution, to elevate 
ono of our Territories into a Stato, was presented 
to Congress, with nothing objectionable in it but 
the enslavement of all poor persons, of whatever 
complexion—man, woman, and child, with their 
posterity, forever—who could not produce twen¬ 
ty dollars each, or have it, in good faith, produced 
for thorn. Let us further suppose, that Congress, 
as is indeed the case, are desirous to convert the 
Territory into a State. Up to the very moment 
that witnesses the ratification of the presented 
Constitution, Congress aro as fully bound, as the 
Era truly admits, as they ever were, to protect all 
the rights of the Territorial poor now intended to 
bo enslaved, as of the richest in the land. In this 
case, Congress is placed in a dilemma, which no 
ingenuity oau avoid ; it may reject the State Con¬ 
stitution, because of the slavery embodied in it, 
and keep the Territory a Territory still; or it 
may accept of the Constitution, and establish sla¬ 
very as effectually as if they did it themselves. 
Most people say and tjiink that Congress cannot 
establish slavery. But is riot the ratification of a 
State Constitution an act of Congress ? Can any 
other body of men do it ? If I have entire con¬ 
trol of a fiold and the fences which surround it, 
and if I let down the latter, so that my cattle get 
into my neighbor’s field, does not common sense 
say that I do the act, and not a person who stands 
by to talco advantage of it, but who cannot move 
till 1 do? It will not do for Congress to say that, 
inasmuch as they cannot directly establish slavery, 
their consent to a State Constitution containing 
this provision amounts to nothing, in any way— 
that it is a dead letter. Not so, if they should 
rejeot the Constitution, thero would not bo any 
enslavement of their poor constituents; if they 
should accept it, every person must peroeive that, 
by this act , they consign to a subordinate Govern¬ 
ment all their rights^ while still demanding from 
them the same subjection or allegianoe to the 
laws of the United States, as when they were 
under a Territorial form; that, by their own deci¬ 
sion. | they hand over to others rights which they 
know will be destroyed, instead of being protect¬ 
ed as they had been ; that they give them up to a 
Government whose enormities they cannot cor¬ 
rect, and over which they acknowledge they have 
no control on this subject; in fine, that they give 
permission to others to strip a class of their con¬ 
stituents of all their rights, whilst no attempt is 
ever made to inform the victims of the atrocity 
meditated against them* 

Whilst I am well aware that no constitutional 
argument, to be relied on, can be built upon-any¬ 
thing but the Constitution as it ought to be, and 
not on the varying practices of men under it, no 
more effectual device could be planned by Con¬ 
gress for doing what they had no authority to do, 
than the foregoing. That the framers of the Con¬ 
stitution expeoted—however unwisely, as it has 
turned out—that slavery would so disappear as 
to render any formal abolition unnecessary ; and 
that, as a moans towards that end, no slave State 
was ever afterwards to be formed, or admitted into 
the Union, I fully believe. But the members of 
Congress, since the adoption of that instrument, 
have not thought so. That they lovo slavery, 
that they think it a good institution, tending to 
promote the growth and civilization of a people, 1 
do not yet believe. But the slaveholders, by being 
united on this subject , have secured to themselves 
the management of the Government; and a proper 
subservience of the members from the free States 
may feed them and their friends with the crumbs 
of an office. In this way, on the part of some— 
by indifference to Liberty ontho part of others— 
every State that has made application for admis¬ 
sion into the Union, slaveholding or not, has been 
admitted—till we havo now as many slave States 
as free, Congress having put freedom and slavery 
on equal terms, so far as forming new States and 
admitting them into the Union is concerned. 
They have found out, too, that they can do by 
others what they cannot do themselves—there 
being no scheme more effectual to promote and 
extend slavery than to ratify a State Constitution 
providing for it, and then saying that this Con¬ 
stitution can no more be intermeddled with, be¬ 
cause it is a State Constitution, and that the suf¬ 
ferers, abandoned at a time when they most need¬ 
ed protection and direction, must get their re¬ 
dress, if entitled to any, from slavcholding State 
judges, or from a submissive United States Court, 
or not at all. If this is not an attempt to alienate 
the powers—the sovereign right—of protection, 
conferred on them by the people, and upon none 
others, I know not by what name to describe it. 

The dogmas I have been examining, in the fore¬ 
going remarks, aro professed by those in this 
country, especially at the South, who are called a 
State-rights party. Whilst the sohemers among 
them know that their notions will guard slavery 
from the molestation of the law,'they fancy that 
they arc defending the rights of the States, about 
to be swallowed up in a consolidated Government. 
By a show of chivalry, too—of helping the inferior 
and weaker party, the State, against a superior and 
antagonistic and oppressive party, the United 
States —they hove beguiled well-meaning men into 
their ranks. This party is composed of both Whigs 
and Democrats, they not choosing, under this 
name, to contend for the offices of the General 
Government The slaveholding members of Con¬ 
gress having the ascendency in that body, the 
members from the free States, some to show their 
subservience, some because they are indifferent 
to Liberty as a principle , join this confederacy, 
whenever a Constitution providing for slavery is 
to be ratified.! 

But was such antagonism as the State-rights 
advocates would persuade us to believe exists be¬ 
tween the Generol and State Governments, ever 
contemplated ? Were they not intended to bo 
harmonious in their respective spheres—the Gen¬ 
eral Government having such powers delegated 
to it as really made it a Government—whilo the 
individual States managed smaller matters, espe¬ 
cially those with which they were more particular¬ 
ly concerned? 

Persons among us seem to think, if a Govern¬ 
ment be “ delegated,” (and that of the United 
States is, perhaps, more formally delegated than 
any other,) that it must necessarily be inferior. 
But is not this opposed to fundamental American 
principles, which suppose that all just govern¬ 
ment is derived from the people, to be used for 
their good, and, of course, delegated? So a Gov¬ 
ernment, as ours, may have all the necessary and 
proper powers of a Government “ delegated” to it. 

By adverting to the 6th artiole of the Consti¬ 
tution of the United States, it will be found that 
the harmony of the General and State Govern¬ 
ments, abovo spoken of, is secured as far as any¬ 
thing of the kind can be. The Executive of the 
United States, the Judioiary, the Members of 
Congress—in fin e,all officially connected with the 
Government—are bound by oath or affirmation to 
support the Constitution. But this is not all. 
The Governor and every executive officer of every 
State, the judges, the members of the soveral State 
Legislatures, aro bound, in the same way, to sup¬ 
port it: If a suit be brought in a State Court, 
and it be shown that the claim of the plaintiff is 
in contravention of the Constitution of the United 
States, or any law of Congress passed in pursuance 
of it, the action is defeated as a matter of course. 
This, too, if the claim is founded on a State law, 
whether passed unadvisedly or not; for the State 
judges are bound to observe the Constitution and 
laws of Congress, “ anything in the Constitution 
or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstand¬ 
ing.” Besides all this, and it seems to be a pretty 
ample designation of their respective powers, the 
States make up collectively the United States; in- 
dividuaHy, they are part and parcel of our coun¬ 
try—almost as much so as Sussex and Kent are 
parts of England, or New and Old Castile parts 


a law which Congress could not pass, a usage or 
practice they could not enforce. 

The foregoing argument was meant to be con¬ 
fined to the relation of the Constitution to slavery ; 
therefore, nothing has been said of the ordinance 
of 1787. But 1 must not pass by altogether un¬ 
noticed so important, so decisive a dooument. 
After declaring that slavery or involuntary ser¬ 
vitude should not exist in the Northwest Terri¬ 
tory, except as a punishment for crimes of which 
the party had been duly convicted, it provided 
“ that any person escaping into the same, from 
whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any 
one of the original States, such fugitives may be 
reclaimed,” Sto. 

“ Original States” mean the States that formed 
the Union, “ new States” those that Congress might 
form and admit into the Union. It was as well 
understood by all men sixty years ago as it is now, 
that “ original” States wero as territorially dis¬ 
tinct from “ now” States as Spain is from Italy ; 
and that a power or right might be granted by 
the Northwest Territory to the States which con¬ 
stituted the United States then, and withheld 
from those that might afterwards be admitted into 
the Uniop, but were not even in being at that 


“ Sybil!” exclaimed the old lady, gra 
ing over the top of her spectacles. 

“ My dear grandmother, you know or 
merry the day after a ball, if they a 


“ And is Mr. Mills coming here t 


and estates. I should like so much to know. Dear 
me! the Earl of Mainwaring! The Earl and Count¬ 
ess of Mainwaring! Lord and Lady Mainwar¬ 
ing ! I will go to England with them—my grand¬ 
daughter, Lady Mainwaring!” said the old lady, 


“ He said that he would do himself tl 
of calling on us this morning.” 

“ And what did you reply ?” 

“ Why, that Mrs. Brother-ton would b 


“ That was correct. Did you form any other 
new acquaintances, Sybil ?” 

“ N—n—o, madam, none except”.- 

11 Except whom ?” 

“ Nobody, in fact, but”- 

“ But whom ?” 

11 But a young gentleman who came with Mr. 
Mills.” 

“ And who was he ?” 

“ A young artist.” 

“ Humph ! you are reserved, Sybil. What was 


There was then a general desire to get rid of sla¬ 
very entirely. But as the“ original States” had the 
drafting of the ordinance, they reserved to them¬ 
selves the privilege—a privilege expected to be 
of no very long continuance—of reclaiming their 
slaves when they escaped into the Northwestern 
Territory. But nothing could more strongly dis¬ 
suade a “ new” State from adopting slavery than 
the knowledge that slaves, when once they entered 
the Northwestern Territory, were free, to all in¬ 
tents and purposes. Sinoe the ordinance Was 
passed, States have been formed out of territory 
then foreign to us. These are certainly “ new” 
States. Yet the courts have decided that Mis¬ 
souri, for example, can, like the “ original States,” 
go into any State formed from the Northwestern 
Territory, and recapture her slaves who may have 
escaped thither. By what authority they havo 
changed a constitutional provision, or its equiva¬ 
lent, if it is not one, so as to give Missouri a sov¬ 
ereignty in the States of the Northwestern Ter¬ 
ritory without their assent to it—so as to make 
“original” signify “new,” and “new” “original,” 


“ Middleton.” 

“ And he was very agreeable.” 

“ Dear grandmother, I never said so.” 

“ And you were very much pleased with him.” 
“ Dear grandmother! pleased with a gentleman 
,t the first interview! 1 thought you had a bet- 


•• near granumotner : pieaseu wun a gentleman 
it the first interview! 1 thought you had a Det¬ 
er opinion of me.” 

The old lady smiled. 

“Oh! a gentleman, was he? I thought you 
aid he was a painter.” 

“ An artist, grandmother, an artist; and surely 
m artist is a gentleman, if any man is.” 

“ Humph! that depends upon whether he paints 
'or money or amusement. But I shall not in fu- 
;ure trust you to the care of any one. When I 
;annot attend you myself to public places, you 


ringing all the changes on the coveted title. “ 1 
must have a wedding. I will get Otto, the great 
Baltimore confectioner, and Sampson, the French 
cook, to provide the breakfast. Then we must go 
to Baltimore ourselves, and speak to Madame 
Modiste to furnish the bridal dress and veil, and 
we must consult her upon the trouseau general¬ 
ly”-and “Sybil Middleton, Countess of Main¬ 

waring !” muttered the old lady, as she sank to 
sleep that night. “ How well a coronet will grace 
that angel brow .• 

“ God help old madam!” said Katy to Broom 
that night at the kitchen fire, “she has been talk¬ 
ing t# herself all the evening.” 

Young Middleton’s return to England was in¬ 
definitely postponed, and. before the .trees had put 
forth their leaves, or the snow was melted off the 
ground, Sybil Brotherton was the wife of Harold 
Middleton. The young couple, much to the com¬ 
fort of Mrs. Brotherton, had concluded to spend 
the first year of their married life at Brotherton 
Hall. Mrs. Brotherton had ascertained that the 
father of her son-in-law was the third son of Lord 
Mainwaring, and that at least three persons stood 
betweon him and the Earl’s coronet. But at least 
he was the grandson of a peer, and that was much. 
[to be continued.] 


Ab the song died away, I entered a vast, dim apart¬ 
ment, whose windows were darkened of the moon¬ 
light by blossoms—aud there, like a wreath of 
vapor, from the far recesses of another hall, came 
forth to meet me a form * * * * * W e 
floated rapidly together, and, with a cry of ago¬ 
nizing intonsity of joy, we wero fast imprisoned 
as by the incumbent weight of atmospheres. Life, 
thought, existence, seemed ending. A mighty, 
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fluid Beemed revolving through our compressed 
and helpless systems, gyrating in quick coils of 
spiral lightning through the minutest fibres of 


fierceness of rapture. We groaned, to be impris¬ 
oned in such a tyranny of ecstasy, of anguished 
pleasure! Yea, we faintly struggled to free our¬ 
selves—to disentangle our close embrace. Our 
convulsive efforts were fruitless. With gasping 
sighs of expiring' delight, we ceased to be con- 


examiua- gautly and substantially bound in embossed^moroCco, wit] 


I remember, next, a most abhorred sense of 
cruel drawing and rending, as though my very 
life and soul were being wrenehed from me. 1 
opened my eyes. I beheld, just forced from my 
grasp, a white-robed form. From her dark eyes, 
to mine, were darting sparkling streams of tire. 
Her long ringlets were all quivering as by a rush 
of air to me—her hands, the filmy drapery of 
gauzy white—all, all, were instinct with life, frid 
fluttering forth—while all on my part correspond¬ 
ingly tended fiercely to her. Our moans of sor¬ 
row filled the air—pierced the heart—as.her fa¬ 
ther bore her, forcibly reft away, from my view, 
and others violently detained me from pursuit. 
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them, ns it would seem, even when human liberty 
iB at stake. I havo purposely said nothing of Ken¬ 
tucky, which, although a “ new” State, is formed 
out of one of the “ original” States, because I wish¬ 
ed to present a case about which there should be 
no doubt; hut, even admitting this to be a doubtful 
one, the rule ought not first to be departed from 
in our country, that where liberty and slavery 
are the litigants, the courts lean to the side of sla- 

A few words on a subjeot that we do not seem 
to understand and practice, as well as we might. 
When a people assume political independence, 
they impliodly demand of all within their limits 
subjection o»- allegiance to the laws of their Gov¬ 
ernment. Tn the same way, they promise protec¬ 
tion. Allegianoe and protection are deemed, by 
the common sense of the impartial, as well as by 
the excellent author on national law already quot¬ 
ed, as altogether reciprocal. A Government, ir¬ 
respectively of its nature, whether liberal or not, 
is born with them, and cannot exist without them, 
any more than a human being can long exist with¬ 
out air to breathe in. If a being be born into the 
world without eyes or nose or the necessary mem¬ 
bers, it would be pronounced a monster; so ought 
a Government to be that does not protect, and 
makes no attempt to protect, but rather robB of 
their natural rights the class least able to resist 
them, and from whom they claim allegiance. If a 
stranger but enter our country, every one, be ho 
resident or not, is bound to respect his rights, and 
he theirs in return. Why so ? Simply because 
the G overnment protects them both. Even a crim¬ 
inal who has fled from his own country cannot be 
taken from ours to be tried at home, unless in vir¬ 
tue of a treaty to that effect; and not then, till 
every proper care is taken to ascertain that he is 
the person that ought to be sent. 

If, then, a stranger merely passing through our 
country is bound to observe all the laws that ap¬ 
ply to his condition, and if he is deservedly pun¬ 
ished for violating thorn, how much stronger is 
the obligation of the resident to observe the laws 
that have protected him in his rights as a free¬ 
man from infancy to the present hour, and how 
much more obnoxious ought he to be to punish¬ 
ment for breaking them! Accordingly, we find, 
that as full allegiance is demanded to the Consti¬ 
tution and laws of the United States, of even the 
humblest resident or inhabitant of one of our Ter¬ 
ritories, as of the strongest or most wealthy. If, 
for instance, he rifle or by force detain the mail, 
or violate ono of our treaties, or commit murder, 
especially on the high seas, he is tried for it in a 
United States court. By what authority ? Be¬ 
cause we protect him in his person and in his prop¬ 
erty. Now, if Congross ratify a State Constitu- 
tution, by which this same man is enslaved, and 
he abandoned by that body entirely to the pro¬ 
tection of thoso who have already, with their per¬ 
mission, stripped him of all his rights, do they, at 
the same time, discharge him from his allegiance 


They were interrupted by a knock at the hall 
door and the entrance of old Broom, who inform¬ 
ed the ladies that two gentlemen, Mr. Mills and 
Mr. Middleton, had called, and were waiting in 
the drawing-room. 

“ Go in and see them, my dear Sybil. I will 
come presently,” said Mrs. Brotherton. 

As Sybil entered the drawing-room, Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton advanced and led her to a seat, with the 
courtly grace of “ sixty years sinoe,” hoping that 
Miss Brotherton had suffered no inconvenience 
from the fatigue of the preceding evening, or from 
the ride through the night air. 

Miss Brotherton had suffered no inconvenience, 
and was much obliged. 

Sybil then addressed herself to Mr. Mills, and 
trusted that he would find the neighborhood pleas¬ 
ant and the neighbors agreeable. 

Mr. Mills was pleased with the neighborhood, 
and anticipated much pleasure from a more inti¬ 
mate acquaintance with its residents. 

At this moment the door opened, and Mrs. 
Brotherton entered. Both gentlemen arose from 


I was born in the cold North. My mother, 
when first I was presented to her, cried out in 
amazement. My father, called to receive his first¬ 
born, shrunk back from the weird shape of his son. 
Emaciate, yet of perfect symmetry and finish— 
pale, cold, with long, silky black hair; dead, rest¬ 
less eyes—I seemed a changeling, an elf. My 


to their Constitution and laws, or db they require 
it of him as strictly as at any former time ? If he 
commit any of the offences above mentioned, is he 
npt tried for them as thoroughly as when he was 
under the Territorial protection ? We thuB try 
in our courts a human being, even to the forfeit¬ 
ure of his life, for an offence against our laws, 
when we utterly refuse to protect him by our 
power. This is, indeed, committing the lamb to 
the Wolf. 

The foregoing construction of the Constitution 
does away with all necessity for a second Conven¬ 
tion to form a second State Constitution, on which 
slavery may be engrafted, but which need not be 
submitted to Congress for their ratification. To 
our honor, this juggle has not been attempted yet; 
and it never will, if Congress will do what is in¬ 
cumbent on all Governments—give protection 
whenever it demands allegiance. If so, even the 
enslaved may yet rejoice in that freedom which 
the benevolence of God bestows on all'his chil¬ 
dren, but which the cruelty of part of them per¬ 
verts. James G. Birney. 


their seats, and Sybil named Mr.* Mills—Mr. 
Middleton—Mrs. Brotherton. The latter gen¬ 
tleman met Mrs. Brotherton, led her to the sofa, 
and took a seat near her. Mrs. Brotherton ex¬ 
pressed to Mr. Middleton her gratification at 
forming his acquaintance. Mr. Middleton bowed 
reverently, and expressed his deep senso of the 
honor conferred upon him. The conversation 
then became general. Mr. Middleton quite won 
the heart of Mrs. Brotherton, by descanting upon 
the beauties of Brotherton Hall, its antique look, 
its picturesque situation, its pleasant locality, &o. 
Mrs. Brotherton, in acknowledgment, begged that 
lie would frequently honor the Hall with his pres¬ 
ence. All this time, Miss Brotherton wa3 trying 
to amuse the Hon. Meredith Mills, and was in no 
small degree astonished and pleased at the won¬ 
drous penchant her grandmother had conceived for 
“the portrait painter.” The problem was soon 
solved. The gentlemen arose to take leave. Mad¬ 
am Brotherton hoped they would soon repeat their 
visit. The gentlemen declared that they should 
feel so happy in accepting her invitation, and they 
bowed themselves out. When the sound of their 
horses feet had died away— 

“Wclllwhatdoyou think of our visiters, grand¬ 
ma ?” asked Sybil, gayly. 

“ Why, my dear Sybil, I think Mr. Meredith 
Mills a remarkably handsome, intellectual, and 
polished young gentleman. Of Mr. Middleton, I 
had not much opportunity of judging. He, as I 
regretted to see, had his attention entirely en¬ 
grossed by yourself during the whole time of his 
visit. One thing, however, did strike me. I never 
saw a fairer illustration of the fact that good blood 
will show itself through all djsguises. Now, ob¬ 
serve—those two men—thoy were both equally 
well dressed, perhaps equally well educated, and 
received in the same society ; but now observe the 
difference. In Mr. Meredith Mills, you saw the 
high-bred air of a gentleman of family; in Mr. 
Middleton was equally visible the mauvais horde 
of a low person. Mr. Mills was easy, graceful, 
and conversable; Mr. Middleton shy, awkward, 
and embarrassed. I never saw a fairer illustra¬ 
tion of high-bred aristocracy and of upstart vul¬ 
garity.” 

Sybil listened to this disquisition, with eyes and 
lips wide open with astonishment. 

“ Why, my dear grandmother!” said she, “ are 
you not under a mistake ? Which of tho gentle¬ 
men did you suppose to be Mr. Mills ?” 

“ Why, of course, the Hon. Meredith Mills was 
the gentleman who conversed with me, while you 
wore so much tecupied with the other young per- 


They tell me I grew not up to manhood as 
others do. I had no diseases. Never cried. 
Walked, from the first. Talked fluently before 1 
was a year old, but only in my sleep—awake, I 
never spoke—and these dreamy rhapsodies were 
always of some summer land afar. Summer, and 
the glory of the torrid sun, was for me the climax 
of life’s visions. Cold was the torpifying terror 
of my teiug; and the long winter of my nativity 
was terrible. At eighteen, though always puny, 
lank, aid colorless, I appeared of the full growth 
of manhood. Steadfastly I resisted all attempts 
at confinement, and, from tho first, was a wander¬ 
er in the mountains that Surround my native 
village. Upon the cliffs, in the oaves and chasms, 
upon the lake, and by the rushing torrent, I learn¬ 
ed my only lessons by the oral teachings of Na¬ 
ture. Birds shunned me not. All animals of the 
wild were to me tame, and owned me partner of 
their sylvan revels. The long days of summer 
were my festivals. Winter alone struck me with 
palsy, and sent me cowering by the hearth-stone. 
Storm, wind, and rain, were to me an ecstasy, and 
naught ever seemed to wake the pallid stillness of 
my features, save the sound of thunder and the 
quick play of the red lightning. I remember 
faintly, incoherently, the scenes of my childhood. 
I can give no diversity to the unchanging monoto¬ 
ny of unrest which was upon me. I was mysteri¬ 
ously drawn ever to the southward. I pined in¬ 
cessantly for the sun. This is the sole and all- 
embracing reminiscenca of my whole being, up to 
the period of my great change. I was miserable. 
I was divided. I was a spirit without a souL 
There were strange phenomena about me. In the 
approach of a thunder storm, my whole frame be¬ 
came instinct with a new sensibility. I felt a 
quivering fire searching out the fibreB of my system, 
and, strange to say, then, more than ever, perceiv¬ 
ed myself drawn southward. Ah, yes! by a most 
painful, indescribable tension, did I feel myself, 
as i* were, flowing out of myself, and lapsing to¬ 
wards the south! My whole exterior bore testi¬ 
mony to this singular law of my being. My long 


1 was once more alone in my own apartment, a 
changed being. Life! life! had acquired for me 
a new mystery of meaning—a wealth, a joy. 1 
looked at myself in a mirror. My countenance 
was no longer pallid. The flush of kindling ani¬ 
mosity was on my cheok, and ready fires played 
from my eyes. I disrobed myself, and sought to 
rest the remaining moments before dawn. A mark 
upon my arm arrested my attention. It was the 
print in ineffaceable lines, as of blood, of a tiny 
hand. Every line, every minutest traco of those 
fairy fingers, left—photographical as it were— 
upon my flesh. My heart bounded at the sight. 
Pressing it to my lips, I fell into a profound and 
dreamless slumber. 
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M. de-sought out my father. Long they 

conferred of theso mysterious events, and of the 
mystic history of the past—every particular of 
my past life, and of the life of her 1 had met. An 
inexplicable similarity prevailed. She, too, had 
lived, a dark enigma. Now had arrived at once, 
apparently, the solution of tho riddle—the crisis 
of our fate.' After protracted consultation, (while 
I was buried in deathlike repose,) it was resolved 
to arrange another meeting, and carefully to await 
its own result. All day I remained insensible. 
It was my first such slumber. Not till again the 
solemn moonlight bathed the slumbering city, did 
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A smile flashed into the eyes and curled around 
the lips of Sybil for an instant, and vanished, as 
she said, seriously— 

“ My dear grandmother, it’s all owing to my 
awkward presentation, 1 suppose; but you have 
made the most amusing mistake. The tall, hand¬ 
some, graceful, accomplished, and high-bred man, 
who led yon to the sofa, and. who charmed you so 
much by his intellectual conversation, and whom 
you have so highly approved aud praised, was 
Harold Middleton, the portrait painter; and the 
little drab-oolored gentleman, in light hair and a 
gray coat, was the Hon. Meredith Mills, of Mere¬ 
dith Place.” 

“ I hope you do not jest with me, Miss Brother- 
ton,” said the old lady, looking curiously, between 
surprise, pique, and embarrassment. 

“ Or rather, you hope I do jest, dear grand¬ 
mother, but I speak truth; however, your rule, I 
suppose, still holds good. This is but an excep- 
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The old lady seemed consoled, and remarked, 
with a smile— 

. “ There is one thing, however, that pleases me, 
my dear Sybil: It is, that you kept that young 
man, Middleton, at a proper distance, while you 
showed fitting respect for Mr. Meredith Mills.” 

Sybil smiled, but thero was something sad, al¬ 
most remorseful, in her smile. 


SKETCHES AND ESSAYS. 


THE BALL AND THE BEAUX. 

The next day was a busy one with Mrs. Broth¬ 
erton and Sybil. At length, at seven o’clock, 
Miss Brotherton was arrayed for tho festival. 
As 1 have never minutely described Sybil Broth¬ 
erton, 1 had better do it now, while she is in her 
“ best bib and tucker,” when Katy deolared she 
“looked like any angel,” (angels don’t wear white 
satin, mccklin lace, and pearls, Katy.) Sybil 
Brotherton was rather below the middle stature, 
with a slender frame, yet full formed, with 
rounded and tapering limbs, and a grace so natu¬ 
ral that every movement expressed the poetry of 
motion. Her forehead was broad, high, and white; 
her eyes large, clear, and blue; her lips full, 
glowing, and beautiful. Pier complexion was of 
that delicate and_ transparent white, so seldom 
seen exoept in consumptives, and in her cheeks 
was burning that fire of death that so resembles 
the rich rose of health. Her dark brown hair 
fell in long and shining ringlets upon her grace¬ 
ful neek and rounded bosom. Her pure and deli¬ 
cate beauty was set off to advantage by the rich 
dress of white satin and mecklin lace, and the 
bandeau of pearls contrasted well with her dark 
hair. The carriage of Col. Hines drew up beforo 
the door at eight o’clock, and Sybil, carefully 
wrapped in her velvet mantle and hood, was 
handed in, and driven off. On the morning after 
the ball, Mrs. Brotherton and Sybil were seated 
at breakfast, when the former said— 

“ You must now tell me, darling, who yon saw 
at the ball, and who wero your partners in tho 


“MY GRANDFATHER, LORD MAINWARING.” 

A few weeks passed away. Sybil met young 
Middleton often in society. Indeed, he even came 
often to the house, where Mrs. Brotherton, in con¬ 
sideration of the pressing invitation extended, to 
him on his first visit, continued to treat him with 
civility, if, indeed, the charming manners of the 
young man had not put it out of her power to treat 
him otherwise. Then, his unembarrassed man¬ 
ner to Miss Brotherton led off the suspicion that 
his affections were interested in her. The fol¬ 
lowing circumstance opened the eyes of Mrs. 
Brotherton to the real position of the parties: 

Col. Hines had proposed for the hand of Miss 
Brotherton; Mrs. Brotherton had made known his 
wishes to her granddaughter, who received the 
news of the revival and pressing of the obnoxious 
suit with so much agitation and distress, that Mrs. 
Brotherton perceived that her heart was no longer 
free, and, by her questions, soon ascertained who 
had become its master. Upon the same evening, 
it happened that young Middleton called, and was 
received by Mrs. Brotherton alone and coldly. 
Sybil was weeping in her own room. Young 
Middleton, perceiving the change in her manner, 
suspected the truth, for he had become well ac¬ 
quainted with the old lady’s foible ; he therefore 
soon arose to take his leave, remarking, as he 


In this state of the case, how could a slave help 
getting his freedom acknowledged, whether he 
sued for it in a State court, or in a court of the 
United States? If Congress, as the Era admits, 
cannot pass a law to enslave him, because such a 
law would be unconstitutional in that body, such 
a law must also be unconstitutional in the State 
that passes it. It is not denied here that a State 
may pass a law to regulate interests which are 
delegated to Congress, and on which Congress 
may not have acted—for instance, the “ insolvent 
laws,” as they are generally called, intended to 
be in the place of a bankrupt law—but any State 
law opposed to the Constitution of the United 
States is inoperative and void, and therefore un¬ 
constitutional. Ail, then, that the slave would 
properly have to do would be to show that the law, 
or usage, or practice, by which he is enslaved, is 


“ Well. dear grandmother, there was tho same 
old set. The Ethoringtons, and the Somervilles, 

and. the Kinlocks, and the-Oh ! by tbe way', 

Hector Kinlook presented the Hon. Meredith 
Mills, one of onr Representatives in Congress. 
He is from the lower part of the county, but he 
has purchased Blocksley Place, and is coming to 
reside in this neighborhood.” 

“ Ah! Meredith Mills. What sort of a person 
is lie, my dear ?” 

« Why, he is a young man, talented, I raffibr 
think agreeable—and—not married, grandma, 
if you mean that,” said Sybil, "with a sly smile. 

. “ * am s°ny to see you rather disposed to lev- 
lty, my dear Sybil; pray avoid it. Meredith 
Mills—the name is familiar. OhJ yes; certainly, 
I know the family; a very old-faraily, originally 
from Lincolnshire; came over with the Calverts; 
certainly, tbe Mills’s of Meredith Place; and com- 
1 ?S *° 1!ve in onr neighborhood; and not mar- 


“ This is prohably the last opportunity I shall 
have of paying my devoirs to the ladies of Broth¬ 
erton Hall; for my grandfather,The Earl of Main¬ 
waring, has written to command my immediate re¬ 
turn to England.” 

“ Sir! did I- hear aright ? Your grandfather, 
the Earl of Mainwaring!” exclaimed the old lady, 
thrown off her guard. * 

“ Yes, madam,” said young Middleton, quietly. 
“ Permit me to wish you a good evening. Pray 
present my most respectful regards to Miss Broth¬ 
erton. Good evening, madam.” 

“ N.o, no; do not go yet. You must take leave 
of Sybil—and—pray do me the favbr to touch the 
bell. Perhaps you would take soma refreshments.”' 

Tho young man complied with her request, 


“And very much smitten with Sybil Brother- 
o»i aud coming to see her this morning.” 


“ Broom!” said she to the old servant who an¬ 
swered the summons, “go and give my compli¬ 
ments to Miss Brotherton, and ask her why she 
keeps us waiting thus, and desire her to come 
down; and, Broom, Berve refreshments. Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton has ridden far, and would like something.. 
Mr. Middleton, do be seatod.” 

A sinister smile flitted across the young man’s 
countenance as he sat down. Greatly, wondering 
at the summons, Sybil entered the room, followed 
by Broom with refreshments. The young man’s 
hurry seemed now to have evaporated, as i event¬ 
ually, did the strong necessity for his going to 
England. It was late when he left the house. 
Sybil pleaded fatigue, and retired soon to bed. 
Many a fine aerial castle did Mrs. Brotherton 
build that evening for her pet. 

“Humph! indeed!” soliloquized the old lady, 
as she walked restlessly about her chamber floor. 
“ Who would-have thought it? Lord Mainwar¬ 
ing ! 1 wonder whether young Middleton’s father 
is the eldest sou of the Earl, the heir to his titles 


ing southward—the very garments about me—as 
though a north wind were sweeping by, and yet 
the storm might be only brooding in sombro re¬ 
serve, and no gust have descended upon the anx¬ 
ious forests. And in the wild outbreak of the el¬ 
emental revel, Oh, with what ardor did I spread 
forth my arms, ami pray to be wafted away to the 
scene of my destiny 1 In these moments alone did 
any vivacity interrupt the premature apathy of 
my features. Then did a faint flush tinge my 
cheek, and some scintillating 6parks part from my 
eyes. And when the storm passed away, and Na¬ 
ture returned to repose, how like death settled 
back upon me the nightmare of desire! How did 
every feature become lifeless; every movement 
uninspired ; every attitude defected and languid. 
My locks hung lax. My eyes entombed their fires 
in sepulchral sockets. My cheek and lip regain¬ 
ed their frigid pallor, and my tongue resumed its 
license by day, its incoherent ravings by night. 
My unhappy parents long regarded me with a 
species of horror—as an unaocountable portent— 
a species of demonized, a preternatural, lunatic; 
and yet the perfect readiness I at times displayed 
in acquiring all the arts of life, nay, rather, the 
innate, unacquired possession of them I exhibit¬ 
ed—the untaught felicity of diction, though re¬ 
stricted by my dreams—all these forbade the 
idea of madness. There was an idiosyncraoy 'un¬ 
precedented. They noted all my symptoms. They 
wrote off my night ravings, often in the form of 
rhythmic verse. They called in advice, and men 
far and near, of science and research, assembled 
to speculate upon the prodigy. Ultimately, all 
concurred in urging my father to follow what 
seemed to be the law of my nature, and travel to 
the south. He obeyed. We left the mountains. 
Ah! inhospitable climes 1 My soul shudders as 
thoughts come over me of your bleak and solemn 
heights! Wo descended the Hudson. We leisure¬ 
ly floated in our own barque down the Ohio. 
Night and day we floated down. The universal 
curiosity and annoyance of the multitude pre¬ 
cluded any more public conveyance. How the 
mysteries of those moonlight nights abide in my 
thoughts! I -almost fancied that the spontaneous 
impulses of my nature added speed to our eourse, 
Methought, as I lay in the night and gazed upon 
the passing hills, that the force of some myste¬ 
rious attraction was drawing me. I felt myself 
press against the thwarts of the boat. I heard 
the ripple of the wave as we cleft it asunder. Day 
by day, a new life seemed preparing to dawn in 
my spirit. A tender, trembling ecstasy seemed 
brooding over me. To what was Fate conducting 
her offspring? Ah, how I rioted in triumphant 
mirth, as we whirled at last upon the boiling flood 
of the Mississippi. Down we went among her 
islands, between her desolate shores, past her 
wide plantations. We swept along her swoollen 
tide just even with the Levee; and I gazed out upon 
the fertile fields as of a foreign yet familiar clime. 
The sun came blazing down upon me, and brought 
comfort to my soul. Yes; I began to expand into 
a more generous life. Chains seemed falling— 
shackles breaking from my eager spirit every mo¬ 
ment. I seemed to float around myself—to per¬ 
vade the space where I was. No longer cooped 
within that narrow form, my exuberant life ex¬ 
haled and undulated in vibrating electricity 
around that somatic nucleus. Glad voices called 
me onward. Genial nature proffered prodigal wel¬ 
come. Oh, how did the force that drew me down in¬ 
crease and acquire dominion as we obeyed its 
stress, as we approached that ineffable concealed 
perifielium of destiny! We ploughed the foam¬ 
ing tide. We seemed lifted above the waters, and 
borne on a flashing streak of foam, to dart phos¬ 
phorescent over the wave. What thought my 
father of the scene? He was wrapped in amaze¬ 
ment—in awe. But I thought not then of him. I 
was lost in the birth, in me and around me, of new 
life out of pristine chaos, We gained our orange- 
girt abode in • an ancient city; and the murmurs 
that broke upon my lips, as that night I sank to 
repose in the evening stillness, on luxurious cush¬ 
ions, breathing airs heavy with fragrance, those 
murmurs half audible, were of new joys and close 
impending delights-. 

In the depth of the divine night, I arose. The 
solitary streets echoed to my footfall. I sought 
the margin of the stream populous with Northern 
waters. I exulted in its rapid sweep, under the 
white moonbeams, down to the sunny gulf. Yea, 
I trod along the now deserted Levee, the wharves 
lined with ships; I pondered vaguely upon their 
spectral mazes of lines, and straight, shooting, ar¬ 
rowy spars. Not here! not here. I returned, 
darkly and circuitously threading the slumbering 
streets. All night long I obeyed the restless joy 
of my searching instinct, and went fluctuating to 
and fro, drawing ever insensibly nearer, in my 
revolutions, to some hidden centre. I revolved 
blindly and staggeringly about through narrow 
lanes and broad squares, under solemn cathedrals, 
through gardens and waving trees, ever tending, 
in a narrower orbit, towards the focus of my des¬ 
tiny. It gleamed at last upon my sight—an ala¬ 
baster edifice, obscured among emerald billows of 
vines and bowers. Swept on by the draft of an 
invisible current, by a most mysterious engirding 
fluid of motion, I floated towards the door—under 
the sombre evergreens—under the oppressive or¬ 
ange bowers—through the vines—I sailed towards 
the ready opening portals. I was wafted steadily, 
yet slowly, through a wide antiquo corridor, to¬ 
wards the sound of a low chanting voice of plain¬ 
tive wildness; and thus it seemed to sing: 

“EternalMind! thy seedliflgspark, 

Throngh this thin vase of clay, 


powers—new developed hopes, ideas, anticipa¬ 
tions. I gazed in amazement upon my ohanged 
figure. No longer lank and skeleton-like, every 
outline seemed swelling into the perfection of 
muscular proportion. Athletic energy inspired 
me. Might, dignity, majesty, seemed the ele¬ 
ments of my motion. I felt able to oommand. 1 
felt the aspiration to create. I again enoountered 
my own reflection in a mirror. The sallow pallor 
was gone. The sunk eyes were orbed full with 
steady rays. Every feature was eloquent with 
expression. 1 knew myself the same, and yet an¬ 
other. My father, as he entered, exclaimed in 
astonishment, he could uot have recognised his son. 

1 needed no intelligence, for my seeking instinct 
of what they would have informed me. An irre¬ 
sistible conveying pavilion of elasticity swayed 
my motion, drifting me along. I needed no gui¬ 
dance. They followed me in mute observance. 
Like a cloud borne of upper currents of air, so 1 
was wafted through the liquid silver of night. 
Again I undulated through the chequered shadows 
of the embowered garden, and passed the portals 
of tho alabaster mansion. Again I heard the faint 
low melody, but now no longer breathing such a 
sorrowing yearning for departure. Ah! it was 
tumultuous with joy. Again I entered that mys¬ 
tic hall, but not, as before, helplessly hurried on. 
Methought we did slowly and inevitably approx- 
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before us. But we possessed the power to delay, 
to behold our mutual approaoh. When I met her 
eye, I seemed to be looking into two deep mines 
of luxuriant wavering flame; and methought I 
heard a crackling corruscation, so long as that 
deep fire gaze remained. But, when I looked upon 
the delicate symmetry of her almost elfin figure, 
when I considered the absolute ideal loveliness 
that shrouded each trait in its transparent veil of 
beauty, O, then I acknowledged that the wo of a 
past life was a fit prelude to the ecstasy of suoh a 
moment. Gradually we came nearer, and our 
hands might meet, although we shuddered at the 
sudden winding contortions of a fiery ourrent 
whenever they came in oontaot, seeming to bind 
them suddenly together. Scarce could we raise a 
finger when once it had touched, or remove the 
clasp of our hands. And when again, at length, 
she floated, soft as a wreath of vapor, into tho 
midst of my encircling embraces—again, when her 
arms, like polished bars of light, girded me 
about—again did we vainly endeavor to escape 
from the consuming energy of that ecstasy that 
revolved within us—in vain to repel each other, 
and bear out against the seeming incumbency of 
many atmospheres. 

I know not how long we remained in that 
trance, after all consciousness had departed. 
Rigid, statue-like, we were resigned, by those who 
regarded the spectacle with paternal solicitude, 
not unmixed with scientific inquiry, to the full 
sway of natural laws, so long retarded. 

To me it seemed as if an age had been chroni¬ 
cled when next F became conscious that her head 
was resting on my breast, and her raven ringlets 
entangled in meshes all around me. And when 
slight tremors in my arms preceded- the liberty I 
experienced of raising them, those beautiful curls 
I then gathered in their profusion, and restored 
to their natural order; that ruby, unprofaned 
mouth was half unclosed; that deep-fringed eye¬ 
lid seemed half vibrating to open. It rose, and 
the lustrous orb beneath discovered not now its 
lambent fires of flame, but its rich, liquid looks of 
wondering love. Her hands fell by her side. I 
removed her from me, and, though we trembled in 
weakness, we stood a moment, gazing in timid cu¬ 
riosity upon each other. “It is finished at 
length,” she sighed, with a lute-like voice; “ thou 
art the counterpart of my identity! ” “Yes, it is 
finished,” I replied; “ we begin now at length to 
exist—to be able, like human beings, to eompre 
liend the mingled woes and joys of life. God, our 
Creator, hath at length united us forever 1 ” From 
that hour, our lives have been human. In that 
word is comprised all. Grey. 
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